Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a Planning Commission Meeting was held on Tuesday, September 19, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. 
PRESENT:  Katie Reiling, Joel Bauer, Bryan Becker, Michelle Meyer, Jodi Austing-Traut, City Administrator
ABSENT:   Dick Glatzmaier
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.
MINUTES

Motion was made by Joel Bauer to approve the minutes of August, 2017, second by Bryan Becker, all in favor and carried.  
VARIANCE-BURKE 

The public hearing for the variance was opened at 5:31 p.m.

Anne Burke was present at the meeting to discuss her variance request.  Anne stated that her property currently has old, run down fences on the north and south side and her plan would be to install new fencing.  There is a tree that is on the property line.  Ms. Burke did have someone come out to look at the tree to see if it should come down and they said the tree will live for quite a few years.  She was questioning if the tree does die, and it is in fact on the property line, if the city will help with the cost of the removal of the tree.  
The north side fence she would like to replace with a chain link fence.  The front fence will get replaced with a picket style fence.  This will not be a privacy fence.  The north side would be a chain link fence.  The south fence would be to maintain privacy.  With big trucks coming into the boat launch, they may not see a 4’ fence so she would like a 6’ fence.  Ms. Burke would like the north and south fences to be at the same setback so her dog has the same property boundaries on both sides so it is easier to keep the dog contained in the yard.  

Michelle Meyer stated that some trucks might sit up higher than 6’ so a 6’ fence would be beneficial along the boat launch area.  They discussed what the city might do with the extra property when the fence is moved onto Ms. Burke’s property, whether this will be parking, etc.  The fences that Ms. Burke will be installing will be low maintenance fencing.  There will be a gate in the back.  Denis McGuiness is assisting Anne with moving her shed onto her property and they discussed where the shed will be placed.  
The question came up as to where the 35’ setback came from.  It was explained the DNR has language regarding fencing that we took into consideration and also the City wanted to make sure lake views are not obstructed by the fence.    
Motion was made by Bryan Becker to close the public hearing, second by Michelle Meyer, all in favor and carried.  
Motion was made by Bryan Becker to recommend approval for a 12’ setback from the OHWL on the south side of the property, second by Michelle Meyer, all in favor and carried.
Motion was made by Bryan Becker to approve the variance for a 12’ setback from the OHWL on the north side of the property, second by Joel Bauer, with Katie Reiling approving and Michelle Meyer opposed.
Motion was made by Michelle Meyer to approve the variance for a 6’ fence instead of a 4’ fence from the front of the residential structure to the adjacent roadway, second by Bryan Becker, all in favor and carried.
PUBLIC HEARING- ZONING CHANGES
Impervious Surface Coverage

Jodi Austing-Traut explained the process for changing the impervious coverage to 25%.  The City Attorney stated the correct way to handle impervious surface would be through the variance process which would take into consideration reasonable use and practical difficulty.   Michelle Meyer discussed the MUD process that could be done with future development.   The City would not be able to use an MUD on existing developments.    
Mr. McGuiness asked if property owners would install rain gardens if that would help offset the impervious surface.  Mr. McGuiness stated that on traditional lawns there are not a lot of areas that contain the runoff.  Raingardens actually act as a filtration system.  It was discussed that all requests would need to be on a case by case basis.   The Planning Commission members questioned whether or not we could possibly work with the DNR to inquire about any kind of program that would allow us to be more flexible with impervious coverage.  
Public Nuisance

The planning Commission members discussed the proposed language addition to the Public Nuisance section of the ordinance.  The would like “building materials” to also state…”not to be stored on any residential property longer than 3 months unless you have a building permit”  Also, we would need to add a definition of building materials.  Possible language would include anything cut into 2’ sections to be used for a bonfire.  Add language that items can be stored in the yard if it is inside a screened/fenced area.  All windows and doors should be safe and in good order.  Drop “storm” from doors and windows.   Remove the section regarding door locks. 

Motion by Michelle Meyer to make the above changes listed under Public Nuisance to the Zoning and Code of Ordinance, second Joel Bauer, all in favor and carried.
Motion was made by Michelle Meyer, to make the changes to the ordinance to update to 25% lot coverage in Residential areas, second by Joel Bauer, all in favor and carried.
Motion by Katie Reiling to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 p.m., second by Bryan Becker, all in favor and carried.

Respectfully Submitted 
by Amy Pease
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