Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a Planning Commission Meeting was held on Tuesday, November 19, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. 
PRESENT:  John Grutsch, Dick Glatzmaier, Bryan Becker, Michelle Meyer, Katie Reiling, Jeff Manthe
ABSENT: Joel Bauer
The meeting was called to order at 5:33 p.m.
MINUTES OF OCTOBER 15,  2019
An amendment will be made to the motion on the last page of the October minutes.

Motion was made by Bryan Becker to approve the minutes, second by Dick Glatzmaier and carried unanimously with Michelle Meyer abstaining.
PUBLIC HEARING-SIGN ORDINANCE
The public hearing was opened at 5:34 p.m. by John Grutsch

The planning commission members discussed the size of existing signs on Main Street.  It was noted that a majority of existing signs are approximately 3’ to 4’ extending from the wall of the building.   Our current ordinance states projecting signs are not to exceed 24” which may not be large enough for people to see.   Stearns County will not allow any new projecting signs to be installed in any County right of way.  Existing signs/poles are grandfathered in.  The discussion was to increase regulations for existing signs to 48” instead of 24”.
Motion was made by Michelle Meyer to modify Chapter 19, Subd. 6, A., 4., to state “Projecting signs (which are signs attached to a building that project out perpendicular to the building) which provide a minimum undersign clearance of at least 10’ and which do not project more than 48” over a sidewalk and shall not exceed 20 square feet.   Per Stearns County no new projecting signs will be allowed in C-1 (Right of Way on CR 9).  And add Subd. 6, A., 5., “C-1 (Right of Way on CR 9) Existing projecting signs (which are signs attached to a building that project out perpendicular to the building) which provide a minimum undersign clearance of at least 10’ and which do not project more than 48” over a sidewalk and shall not exceed 20 square feet.” second by Bryan Becker, all in favor and carried.   
Motion to close the public hearing by Dick Glatzmaier, second by Bryan Becker, all in favor and carried.
CITY OWNED BUILDING ON MAIN STREET

Joel Mulcahy was present to talk about purchasing the city owned building.  Mr. Mulcahy spoke to Jodi and because his HVAC business is not listed as a permitted use he was invited to the planning commission meeting.  Mr. Mulcahy would have no desire to grow his business with many employees.  This would be his shop/storage and office building.   There would be a small amount of fabricating done at the building and maybe occasional deliveries.   This would not be a retail type business.  It was noted that due to the type of building on this lot, it is attracting more of the auto/boat/manufacturing type businesses.  The cost associated with remodeling the building for a retail type of business would be high. 

After review of the ordinance the planning commission felt that this type of business will not fit in the C-1 zoning.  This property could not be zoned to C-2 as it would be spot zoning.  It was discussed that the building could possibly be auctioned off and then sell the bare land.   Planning commission would like staff to gather information on what it is currently advertised for and also determine what the value would be for this property with and without the building.  There may be restrictions as far as selling under value and possible statutory procedure for cities.   It was noted we may need advice from the city attorney.  The Lichy Implement was discussed as an option for the HVAC business as this could be rezoned to C-2.   

Motion to adjourn at 6:37 p.m. by Michelle Meyer, second by Dick Glatzmaier, all in favor and carried.

Respectfully Submitted 
by Amy Pease
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