Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a Planning Commission Meeting was held on Tuesday, February 21, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. 
PRESENT:  Katie Reiling, Ed Dunn, Dick Glatzmaier, Rick Fischbach, Jodi Austing-Traut 
ABSENT:   Michelle Meyer
The meeting was called to order at 5:29 p.m.
MINUTES
Motion was made by Katie Reiling to approve the minutes of January 17, 2017 with the following correction: “trafficked” changed to “patrolled”, second by Ed Dunn, all in favor and carried.  
CROWN POINT PROPERTIES-VARIANCE
Jeff Meyer was present at the meeting.  Mr. Meyer stated they purchased this property 5 years ago in a compromised condition.  It was a seasonal cabin converted into a 4 season home which includes 2 bedrooms and a single bath.  The structure is of modest size of approximately 1,300 square feet and is not consistent with the size of homes in this area.  History of the cabin shows that the owners constructed a 22 x 24 garage on a floating slab, with untreated  2 x 4’s, and ¼” plywood for exterior siding.  The roof consists of handmade trusses and only a few have webbing. The roof is sinking because the rafters are inadequate.  The structure has had new shingles in the last 7 or so years to match the house.  The old shed will be completely removed and a new structure rebuilt.   The same steel siding and windows will be used so it will match the cabin.  The garage will be insulated and heated.   The goal is to store equipment that would normally be outside such as a fish house, pontoon, etc.   The garage will be approximately 1,500 sq. ft.  Mr. Meyer stated that we do currently allow 1,500 square foot garages in sections of Avon Estates.  Mr. Meyer stated the hardship is the small size of the cabin without an attached garage.  The cabin is 24 x 44 with a 10 x 24 addition on it.  The boat house is 10 x 20.   The cabin pitch is 4/12 so the new garage will match this roof pitch.  The new garage will be squared on the lot.  The existing structure is placed crooked on the lot.  The commission members asked why he couldn’t attach the garage to the existing cabin.  Mr. Meyer stated that instead of trying to rehab the garage, he would like to completely remove the structure and construct a new garage in the same location with access to existing driveway.  Katie Reiling talked about the swale that was dug on Mr. Meyer’s property.  Mr. Meyer stated that once the grass seed takes off, he will probably seed it again and once it is established, he will fertilize and it will be ready to go.  

Katie Reiling opened the Public hearing.
David Hokenson was present at the meeting to talk about Mr. Meyer’s property.  Mr. Hokenson moved here in 2011 and has recently been trying to sell his home.  Mr. Hokenson feels that he has been unable to sell his property because of the work Mr. Meyer has done on his property, including a swale and large area of landscape fill/grading that was done. There has been an area that was cleared out where ducks would land that was filled in and has been graded.   Mr. Hokenson stated the County was contacted.   Mr. Hokenson feels this is causing monetary hardship to him because he is unable to sell his home.  He feels that potential buyers want a residential area and not a storage facility area used to store business equipment.  
Motion by Katie Reiling to close the public hearing, second by Dick Glatzmaier, all in favor and carried.
Motion was made by Dick Glatzmaier to recommend approval of the variance to allow a combination of accessory structures in excess of 336 sq. ft. of the principal structure and 11’ sidewalls, second by Ed Dun, all in favor and carried.  

PROCEDURES/ADMINISTRATION OF ZONING ORDINANCE
At the January meeting, commission members requested that Ms. Austing-Traut check with the city attorney/League of MN Cities on questions that they had regarding proper procedure regarding public hearings, variances, etc.   The City attorney recommended that we repeal the first sentence of Chapter 9, Subd. 22, from our ordinance.  This language gives the Planning Commission authority to veto ordinance amendments.  In order to follow proper procedure and comply with statute we would take that section out of the ordinance.  The storm water ordinance was also discussed and Ms. Austing-Traut clarified chapter 22-5 and the changes that would take place.  

Motion was made by Ed Dunn that in accordance with the recommendation from the City Attorney, to be in compliance with state statute, the City shall repeal Subd. 9. B. 2., second by Katie Reiling, all in favor and carried.  

Motion was made by Katie Reiling to adjourn at 7:23 p.m., second by Dick Glatzmaier, all in favor and carried.
OTHER BUSINESS
Amy will check and see if the variance findings of fact worksheet can be separated by commercial, residential, etc. The Planning Commission feels that financial consideration will always be a part of commercial or industrial variances.
Rick Fischbach made his formal notice to resign.  Mr. Fischbach’s last meeting will be in May.

Respectfully Submitted 
by Amy Pease
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