Minutes
Avon City Council
October 7, 2019

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:
Jeff Manthe – Mayor, Jeff Meyer, Katie Reiling, Kurt Marthaler, Jim Stang – Councilors
Jon Forsell – Director of Public Works, Corey Nellis – Chief of Police
Jodi Austing-Traut, City Clerk-Administrator
Absent: None

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Mayor Jeff Manthe called the meeting to order and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

PUBLIC ACCESS FORUM
Ashley Vanhaverna and Avery Fox were present to address the council with a request for a fee reduction for the rental of the meeting room. The fee is $100 per day. Ms. Vanhaverna and Mr. Fox would like to reserve the room from 8am to 3pm three days per week in order to test market their product. They are requesting a fee reduction to $25/day for three days per week in November and December. 

Motion Kurt Marthaler to authorize a reduction in fee to $25 for three days per week (8am to 3pm) for November and December second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA
1. Council Minutes of  September 9, 2019
2. Receive Planning Commission Minutes of August 20 and September 17, 2019
3. Receive Fire Department Minutes of August 26, 2019
4. Paid Check Register, Manual Claims, Capital Expenditures, Payroll Deposits
5. Legal Fees, Engineering Fees, Auditor/Acct. Fees
6. Resolution 2019-35 Decertifying Certain Parcels from TIF District 1-4 (Avon Estates)
7. Resolution 2019-36 Reallocating Assessments in Avon Estates Center Circle Second Addition
8. Resolution 2019-37 Approving Request for an Interim Use Permit – 438 1st St SE (42.26213.0000)
9. Ordinance 217 Allowing Short Term Use of a Temporary Building/Structure in Residential and Commercial Zones after Application and Issuance of Interim Use Permit
10. Agreement of Maintenance of Property (cutting grass/hay at Avon Estates)

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve consent agenda, second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

COUNCIL BUSINESS									

Community Center Update – Margie Evens was present from the Community Center Group to give an update of the Community Center project. Evens stated that the Chamber of Commerce has checked with their attorney and will meet later this week to determine whether the Community Center group would be able to use the Chamber’s 501(c) (3) designation. The Chamber would act as fiscal agent until the Community Center group would obtain their own non-profit status. A bologna feed fundraiser will be held on October 21st at PJ’s. The Community Center group plans to move forward with the purchase of the property. Simonson Lumber prepared some preliminary plans which Evens presented. The Community Center would seat around 200 people. The group is meeting with local lumber yards to obtain quotes for the remodeling. Youth were present from the Albany High School and were asked what elements they may like to see as part of a community center. A pool table was suggested. 

ISSUES BY STAFF
	
Planning/Zoning
Austing-Traut presented an update from the last planning commission meeting. Council discussed future land use related to properties adjacent to the city’s industrial zone. Council shared concerns that in spite of having a Conditional Use Permit on the Copart property that requires screening from the freeway, cars are definitely still visible.  There is a potential violation of the existing CUP. Council expressed concern about both environmental and aesthetic impacts of further allowing this type of development. Staff will wait to hear back from Copart on their plans for expansion. 

Public Works
Jon Forsell, Director of Public Works, presented his written report and updated the council on quotes received. 
Request to hire Darrell Pundsack for additional As-Needed/Rotation/Part-Time/Seasonal help for $15 per hour. Austing-Traut stated that additional hours have been added to the budget for seasonal/as-needed help. This will free Jon Forsell up for daytime supervisory work and plowing as well as keeping four to five operators on night duty. It will also allow for additional opportunity for weekend rotations to be further divided.

Motion Jim Stang to hire Darrell Pundsack for $15 per hour as-needed, second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Request for $3000 for spray patch for Char Avenue.
Motion Kurt Marthaler to authorize $3,000 for spray patch for Char Avenue, second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

Request for $7400 site prep for the new material shed. The funds for this project were donated. Project should begin this week.
Motion Jeff Meyer to authorize $7400 of donated funds for site prep for the new material shed, second Katie Reiling and carried unanimously. 

Request for $1754 dissolved oxygen probe at the wastewater treatment facility. 
Motion Jeff Meyer to authorize purchase of dissolved oxygen probe for the second Katie Reiling and carried unanimously.

Hockey Rink improvements are scheduled to begin in the next couple of weeks, weather dependent.

Police Department
Chief Corey Nellis presented his written report. Chief stated that golf tournament proceeds of $1,500 will be used for a target project. Some considerations are for training equipment or new security cameras at city hall.

Fire Department
FD plans to apply for a grant through MSFCA for a dryer to dry our turnout gear $9,395.

ISSUES BY COUNCIL 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilor Meyer would like to do a 15% levy reduction for 2020. He also suggested a 10% levy reduction which could result in $64,700 going toward a street program. Preliminary levy was passed at the last city council meeting. Meyer requested the budget discussion be placed on the next agenda.

Katie Reiling updated council on the adopt-a-park group which has met and began preliminary plans for park maintenance. They are set to winterize the parks and then meet again in spring.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by Kurt Marthaler to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 pm; second by Councilor Katie Reiling and carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jodi Austing-Traut City Clerk/Administrator

