Minutes
Avon City Council
October 2, 2017

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Mayor John Grutsch called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.  There was a moment of silence for the victims of the Las Vegas tragedy. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Grutsch welcomed the students of the political science class from AHS. 
	
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:
John Grutsch – Mayor, Jeff Meyer, Jim Stang, Julie Jarnot, Kurt Marthaler – Councilors;
Jon Forsell – Director of Public Works, Corey Nellis – Chief of Police
Jodi Austing-Traut, City Clerk-Administrator 
Absent: None

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Pledge of Allegiance

PUBLIC ACCESS FORUM

CONSENT AGENDA 		
1. Council Minutes of  September 11, 2017
2. Planning Commission Minutes of September 19, 2017
3. Paid Check Register, Manual Claims, Capital Expenditures
4. Legal Fees, Engineering Fees, Auditor/Acct. Fees
5. Payment to Lake Restoration for Milfoil Treatment (AALA) $903
6. Ordinance 211 Amending the Code of Ordinance and Amending the Zoning Ordinance
7. Resolution 2017-29 Approving Variance 42.26564.0000 (109 Dorado Ave SW) Burke

Minutes of September 11th were corrected to state under “Utility Billing” that “Mayor Grutsch’s goal is $250,000 in either cuts or revenue increases in order to put away $1 million in the next four years to do a project without bonding.”

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve consent agenda second Julie Jarnot and carried unanimously.

COUNCIL BUSINESS
						
ISSUES BY STAFF	

Administration
City Clerk/Administrator, Jodi Austing-Traut updated council on the status of the reorganization of the public works department. Things are going well thus far. Austing-Traut will continue to meet with staff on an ongoing basis to evaluate service levels.

Preliminary levy has been submitted. Austing-Traut presented notes to the budget for council consideration. Line item budget will be presented in November. Final levy to be adopted at the December meeting.

Austing-Traut gave council a construction/building permit re-cap to date.

Noise Barrier Wall design is basically complete, per Claudia DuMont at MN DOT. City share will be $150,000 and has been donated by an anonymous donor. MN DOT will begin clearing trees this winter.

Engineer
Chris Sonmor of WSB updated council on the opportunity for submitting a grant proposal for a MN Dot street improvement grant for either 1st Street or a roundabout at County Rd 9 and Blattner Drive. Jodi Teich, Stearns County Highway Engineer, was present to discuss recent traffic counts on CSAH 9 and Blattner Drive and the potential for a roundabout at that intersection. The grant could cover up to $1 million. These projects tend to come in at around that cost. Teich explained that the city and county would split the cost of right-of-way acquisition as that is not a grant eligible expense. The county would provide the engineering. Council discussed concerns for the timeline. The city could consider applying for the funds to be used in 2020. Council discussed whether to move forward with the roundabout or 1st Street reconstruction or both. Council discussed the importance of meeting with business owners and residents affected.

Motion Jim Stang to authorize staff to prepare a letter of support for Stearns County to authorize the submittal of a grant application for a roundabout at County Road 9 and Blattner Drive second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Motion Jim Stang to authorize WSB begin work on grant application for 1st Street reconstruction project second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.
		
Representative Jeff Howe was present to check in with the council to see if they had any questions.
				
Public Works
Written Report. Jon Forsell updated council and requested authorization for the purchase of 60 yards of salt sand for $4,644. 

Motion Julie Jarnot to authorize the purchase of salt sand, second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Police Department Written report presented.

Water Wastewater Written report presented.

Fire Department Request to hire up to four firefighters.
Motion Jeff Meyer to authorize Fire Department to hire up to four firefighters, second Kurt Marthaler and
carried unanimously.

ISSUES BY COUNCIL

ADJOURNMENT: 
Motion by Jim Stang to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 pm; second by Councilor Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
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