
Minutes
Avon City Council
October 1, 2018

CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER
Mayor John Grutsch called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
	
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:
John Grutsch – Mayor, Kurt Marthaler, Jim Stang, Jeff Meyer, Julie Jarnot – Councilors
Jon Forsell – Director of Public Works, Corey Nellis – Chief of Police
Jodi Austing-Traut, City Clerk-Administrator 
Absent: None

PUBLIC ACCESS FORUM
Dave Bentrud, Candidate for Stearns County Sheriff was present to introduce himself. Bob Dickhaus recapped his own run for Sheriff and spoke in support of Dave Bentrud. Bentrud, currently serving as Waite Park’s Police Chief, presented his policing philosophies and followed up by asking the council about their concerns for public safety.

Jeff Howe, Candidate for Senate introduced himself. Howe gave a bit of history on his service in the military as well as his service in the House of Representatives for District 13a.

Lisa Demuth, Candidate for House of Representatives District 13a, is running for Howe’s current House seat. Demuth briefed the council on her school board experience and her strong values for community and the idea that healthy children and strong families create better communities.

CONSENT AGENDA 									   		
1. Council Minutes of  September 10th, 2018
2. Planning Commission Minutes September 10th, 2018
3. Receive Fire Department Minutes of August 27th, 2018
4. Paid Check Register, Manual Claims, Capital Expenditures, Direct Deposits
5. Legal Fees, Engineering Fees, Auditor/Accounting Fees

Motion Marthaler to approve consent agenda second Jarnot and carried unanimously.

COUNCIL BUSINESS	

Budget/Levy 2019
Council went through Discussion Points from Budget 2019. Council expressed general consensus on the items presented. Council will consider final budget and levy in December.

Memorial Trees on Wobegon Trail
Dead and undesirable trees may be removed by the city. Memorial trees may be planted along the trail with permission from Stearns County Parks. The county must approve the species and location of trees and a $25 fee per tree must be submitted to the county upon approval. Anyone interested may work with Jodi Austing-Traut on obtaining final approval from the county.

Avon Estates 
Council discussed placement of Storage Facilities in Avon Estates. The site where the existing storage sheds are was considered for placement of new facilities. Staff will work with planning commission to subdivide as needed. This will be brought back to council for consideration.

Council discussed Avon Estates Center Circle. Mayor Grutsch would like to see the area remain as a central park. Meyer and Stang discussed possibilities for developing the area with smaller style craftsman homes. Discussion tabled.
	
ISSUES BY STAFF	

Water Wastewater
Jon Forsell presented a written report and request approval for MDH Matching Grant Submission ($2,000 match).
Motion Jarnot to approve MDH matching grant submission and match $2,000 second Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Forsell requested approval for purchase of Lift Station Pump ($11,750). There are only three more of the faulty pumps to change out at this time. 
Motion Marthaler to approve purchase of lift station pump second Jarnot and carried unanimously.

Additionally, Forsell requested authorization for purchase of aluminum sulfate ($2,500).
Motion Marthaler to approve purchase of Alum second Stang and carried unanimously.

Public Works
Jon Forsell presented a written report and request approval to order Christmas Decorations ($10,500)
Motion Stang to authorize purchase of Christmas Decorations second Jarnot and carried unanimously.

Parks Board has identified a new storage shed and a new hockey rink as projects for 2019. This will be a joint project with the Avon Lions. The plan is for a concrete hockey rink which can be used in the summer time for various activities as well. The rink will also be much easier to flood once it is level and surfaced in concrete. 

The storage shed will be built near the new maintenance shed. It will house salt and create a safer environment for personal safety and environmental safety. Parks Board would like direction on whether the council would support these projects for 2019.
Motion Stang to continue to move forward with storage shed and hockey rink projects for 2019 second Jarnot and carried unanimously.

Police Department
Chief Nellis presented a written report and updated the council on recent police activity. Calls for 2018 are likely on par 
with numbers from this time last year. Chief Nellis explained that the Avon PD does not create an ICR for every service 
that is provided. Chief noted the public should beware of a number of different phone scams occurring in the area. 

Fire Department
Request authorization of submission of FEMA Grant for communication equipment. Council understands there is a 
matching portion to the grant.
Motion Marthaler to authorize submission of FEMA Grant second Jarnot and carried with Stang’s vote omitted.

Request permission for Fire Prevention Week Contest. Jodi Austing-Traut will check on liability insurance. Council 
consensus to proceed as long as liability is not an impeding factor.

Authorize purchase of ceiling fans for Fire Hall ($3,200) to move air more effectively to dry out hoses and gear.
Motion Marthaler to authorize purchase of ceiling fans for Fire Hall second Jarnot and carried with Stang’s vote
omitted.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by Marthaler to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm; second by Councilor Stang and carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
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