
Minutes
Avon City Council
September 10, 2018

At 6:00 pm Deb Brown of SaveYour.Town was present to begin the “Community Embedded Experience” process in Avon. This project was made possible through a grant from the Initiative Foundation. Participants were asked a number of questions, including what they like about Avon and what they would like to see happen in the community. 

Deb will be hosting another meeting Tuesday, September 11th at 8:00 am and a community presentation meeting at 6:00 pm on Thursday evening September 13th at City Hall. She will continue to meet with local stakeholders and business owners to get feedback prior to her Thursday evening presentation.

CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER
Mayor John Grutsch called the meeting to order at 6:45 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
	
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:
John Grutsch – Mayor, Kurt Marthaler, Jim Stang, Jeff Meyer, Julie Jarnot – Councilors
Jon Forsell – Director of Public Works, Corey Nellis – Chief of Police
Jodi Austing-Traut, City Clerk-Administrator 
Absent: None

PUBLIC ACCESS FORUM

CONSENT AGENDA 									   		
1. Council Minutes of  August 6th, 2018
2. Planning Commission Minutes August 21, 2018
3. Paid Check Register, Manual Claims, Capital Expenditures, Direct Deposits
4. Legal Fees, Engineering Fees, Auditor/Accounting Fees
5. Resolution 2018-21 Authorizing Document Signers for Real Estate Transaction (L1B9 Avon Estates)
6. State of MN Grant Contract – Fire Department Grant

Motion Julie Jarnot to approve consent agenda second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

COUNCIL BUSINESS	

Half-Cent Sales Tax Brief information regarding the half-cent sales tax question which will be on the ballot in November was presented to those in attendance. Proceeds from the half-cent sales tax (estimated $43,000 per year) would be used for street improvement projects in Avon. Mayor Grutsch explained that the following cities near Avon currently have a local sales tax: Sartell, St. Cloud, St. Augusta, Sauk Rapids, St. Joseph, and Waite Park. The additional half-cent will be charged on goods and services that are currently being charged sales and use tax. 
	
ISSUES BY STAFF	

Administration
Consider Resolution #2018-20 Adopting Preliminary Levy
Council discussed tax rate. Staff noted that if council wishes to capture all new growth, including market value increases, and keep the tax rate the same, the budget balances with a levy of $1,171,000. If council wishes only to capture new construction growth the tax rate would drop a few percentage points and the levy would drop to $1,129,000 and require approximately $42,000 in cuts. Meyer presented information from State Auditor and asked for staff review. Staff will review and report back to council at next meeting. Stang requested staff prepare a line by line budget highlighting items that could be adjusted and presented to council for further discussion. Council will review at next meeting.

Motion Jim Stang to adopt Resolution #2018-20 Approving 2018 Preliminary Tax Levy Collectible in 2019 (setting preliminary levy at $1,171,000) second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously. 

Planning/Zoning
Consider Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 214. Planning Commission recommended no action. Council took no action.

Consider Resolution 2018-22 Variance for Height & Setback (Blattner Energy)

Motion Kurt Marthaler to adopt Resolution 2018-22 Variance for Height (up to 72’) and Setback (92’ from Linneman Lake) for Blattner Energy second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

Engineer No further report.									

Water Wastewater Written Report and request permission to leave flags up Memorial Day to Labor Day 2019. Permission granted.
	
Public Works Written Report and Requests:
Approval to award Lange Trenching the bid for $5,335.20 for salt sand.
Motion Julie Jarnot to award bid to Lange Trenching for salt sand, second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Approval to award Midwest Asphalt the bid for $3,000 to finish street repairs.
Motion Jim Stang to award bid to Midwest Asphalt for street repairs, second Julie Jarnot and carried unanimously.

Authorization to sell expired army surplus diesel generators.
Motion Julie Jarnot to authorize sale of expired army surplus diesel generators, second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Police Department Written Report and K9 Program Update/Request for Approval to Continue with Programming.
Chief Nellis explained that there have been donations, grants, and funds coming in to cover the K9 purchase as well as
vehicle set up and other related K9 needs. Meyer expressed concerned about safety and liability issues.

Motion Julie Jarnot to authorize the purchase of a K9 police dog, second Kurt Marthaler and carried Meyer against.

Fire Department Request approval for out of state travel reimbursement. Request tabled, pending more information from Fire Chief.

ISSUES BY COUNCIL
Mayor Grutsch directed staff to contact Stearns County Parks to inquire about taking down dead/undesirable trees between Wobegon Park and Evie’s Gardens and to ask permission to plant memorial trees on that stretch of trail.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by Jim Stang to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 pm; second by Councilor Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jodi Austing-Traut City Clerk/Administrator
