
Minutes
Avon City Council
August 6, 2018

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Mayor John Grutsch called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
	
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:
John Grutsch – Mayor, Kurt Marthaler, Jim Stang, Jeff Meyer – Councilors
Jon Forsell – Director of Public Works
Jodi Austing-Traut, City Clerk-Administrator 
Absent: Councilor Julie Jarnot, Chief of Police Corey Nellis

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

PUBLIC ACCESS FORUM
ReNae Alcorn, who works with Grey Face Rescue, was present to request permission for a variance from the dog ordinance to allow the Alcorn’s to foster a Husky. Alcorn’s plan to rehab the dog, get him healthy again and rehab him so that he could become adoptable.

Motion John Grutsch to approve Alcorn’s request to foster another dog, second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA 									   		
1. Council Minutes of  July 9th, 2018
2. Paid Check Register, Manual Claims, Capital Expenditures, Direct Deposits
3. Legal Fees, Engineering Fees, Auditor/Accounting Fees
4. Resolution 2018-18A Authorizing Referendum Question and Designating Form of Question to be Placed on the Ballot for the 2018 General Election
5. Receive Avon Fire Relief Association Schedule Form SC-18

Motion Jim Stang to approve consent agenda second Kurt Marthaler and carried with Meyer against.

COUNCIL BUSINESS	
None.

ISSUES BY STAFF	

Administration 
Council discussed preliminary levy and tax rate. Debt service payments will increase by $21,500 in 2019. There are not many other significant changes to the budget. Police Department is planning for the purchase of a new squad car which could run approximately $40,000 with outfitting. There may be a forthcoming donation from a local business. If the Tahoe is sold, revenues would be used to offset the cost of purchasing a new squad. Preliminary levy is due to Stearns County by September 15th and after that point may be lowered, but may not be raised. Final budget and levy will need to be complete at December’s council meeting. At this point, City Clerk/Administrator will move forward with preliminary levy projections assuming the tax rate remains the same as last year. Prior to final levy certification in December, council would like to see tax rate lowered.

Planning and Zoning
[bookmark: _GoBack]Katie Reiling, Planning Commission chair brought up a forthcoming request by Blattner Energy for a variance from the height restriction set forth in the city’s zoning ordinance. Planning Commission will hear the request at their next meeting. 

Water/Wastewater 
Jon Forsell presented his written report and requested approval for payment to WW Goetsch $10,147 for new lift station pump and services.

Motion Kurt Marthaler to pay WW Goetsch $10,147 second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

Streets/Maintenance
Jon Forsell presented a written report and updated the council on the Veteran’s Memorial Park (Ochotto Park) improvements. Forsell explained how this project was truly a community effort with many partners contributing time, labor, and money to get this project done. Forsell updated council on public works department consolidation and the efficiencies that have been achieved through scheduling as well as replacing lift station pumps. Forsell requested approval for $2708 to Midsota for TV140 Plow.

Motion Kurt Marthaler to authorize payment to Midsota $2,708 for TV140 Plow, second Jeff Meyer and carried unanimously.

Police Department
Jodi Austing-Traut briefly updated council on the K-9 program and funds that have been received. Council discussed briefly the city’s liability and exposure as well as training requirements. Council noted the community support for the K9 program is as evidenced by the collection of donations. PD will update at the next meeting.

ISSUES BY COUNCIL
Councilor Stang extended a thank you to Blattner Energy for hosting the Blattner Golf Outing to support Avon/Albany PD and FD.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by Jim Stang to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 pm; second by Councilor Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jodi Austing-Traut City Clerk/Administrator
