Minutes
Avon City Council
August 5, 2019

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:
Jeff Manthe – Mayor, Jeff Meyer, Katie Reiling, Jim Stang – Councilors
Jon Forsell – Director of Public Works, Corey Nellis – Chief of Police
Jodi Austing-Traut, City Clerk-Administrator
Absent: Kurt Marthaler

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Mayor Jeff Manthe called the meeting to order and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Public Hearing on Ordinance 215 Enacting Chapter 33 of the City Code - Local Sales and Use Tax
Motion Katie Reiling to close the public hearing at 6:35, second Jeff Meyer. Public Hearing closed.

Council considered Resolution 2019-25 adopting Ordinance 215 Enacting Chapter 33 of the City Code, Local Sales and Use Tax.

Motion Jim Stang to adopt Resolution 2019-25 adopting Ordinance 215 Enacting Chapter 33 of the City Code, Local Sales and Use Tax, second Katie Reiling and carried with Meyer against.

Public Hearing on Vacation of Alley/Easement Agreement			
Steve Rueter was present to suggest that the city add to the easement agreement, a provision for both drainage AND utility installation in order to serve his office building.
Motion Stang to close public hearing at 6:55, second Katie Reiling, hearing closed.
Council considered Resolution 2019-29 Vacating Certain City Streets/Alleys,  Findings of Fact for Street/Alley Vacation and Easement Agreement

Motion Stang to adopt Resolution 2019-29 Vacating Certain City Streets/Alleys, Adopting Easement Agreement related thereto with modification that the easement include a utility easement, and adopting Findings of Fact, second Katie Reiling and carried unanimously.

PUBLIC ACCESS FORUM
Ben Durheim of Angelfish Ave was present with questions regarding the Dollar General process. Angelfish Ave residents were under the understanding that they would have input on the site plan/landscaping. Mayor Manthe responded that Dollar General does plan to do a row of plantings along Angelfish Avenue. Dollar General’s landscaping plan is yet to be submitted for staff review.  Ben Durheim asked about the comprehensive planning process that was used. Councilman Stang said the use of the Keppers field and surrounding area had been discussed at meetings in the past, although the change had not been made to the future land use map because the property was not for sale at that time. Councilman Meyer suggested that the city’s zoning ordinance may require a conditional use permit in this process. Meyer agreed to forward that information to staff.

Dick Glatzmeier asked whether the city could fence Ochotto Park. Mayor Manthe stated that fencing at Ochotto Park could be considered. He suggested the city wait and see what Dollar General offers for plantings on their property first. 

CONSENT AGENDA
1. Council Minutes of  July 15, 2019
2. Receive Planning Commission Minutes July 16, 2019
3. Receive Fire Department Minutes June 24, 2019
4. Paid Check Register, Manual Claims, Capital Expenditures, Payroll Deposits
5. Legal Fees, Engineering Fees, Auditor/Acct. Fees
6. Authorize up to $2,500 to David Drown Associates for Continuing Disclosure Services
7. Amendment to Fee Schedule
8. Resolution 2019-26, 2019-27, 2019-28 Authorizing Document Signers for Real Estate Transactions
9. Approve Outdoor Event Permit – Avon Area Arts

Motion Katie Reiling to approve consent agenda, second Jim Stang and carried with Meyer against due to his disagreement with the sale of property at 200 Winden Way.

COUNCIL BUSINESS										
Joann Dirkes and Margie Evens: Over the Hills of Avon Senior Group – Community Center Committee
Joann Dirkes brought forth information about the city’s historically documented desire and need for a community center as evidenced by a number of strategic and community oriented planning sessions over the past 20+ years. Dahlin’s grocery is for sale and the committee believes that it would be a good location for a future community center. Joann asked if the city would be willing to own the property if the committee would raise the funds for its purchase. Nikki from the Barrel Mill offered assistance as well and asked the community center committee to reach out to her as they move forward. Mike and Sherrie Apple, members of the committee, are researching various grant opportunities as well as bylaws, articles of incorporation, and their 501(c)(3) status. Sherrie Apple stated that this community center would be able to be used for weddings, graduation parties, and many other community events. Councilor Meyer asked if Dahlin’s would accept putting the down payment in escrow. Margie Evens stated that that will not work for them as they want the down payment money so they can take it off the market and move on. Katie Reiling asked if the community center board, once established, would be willing and able to take over ownership. Margie Evens stated that they do not want to own it. The committee feels that the city should own the community center, as seems to be the case with most other community centers. Meyer asked for clarification on if the city were to purchase the building, can we lease it to an outside organization; how the city can be protected if the project would fall through or the committee was unable to secure adequate funds; what should the donation threshold be to ensure that enough funds are raised to cover purchase, maintenance, remodeling, etc... Nikki offered that perhaps the Barrel Mill would be willing to offer assistance with design work for the remodel in order to give the group an idea of what the remodel might cost prior to moving ahead with the purchase.

Council consensus to have staff check with city attorney on the ability of the city to act as a fiscal agent to hold funds on behalf of the community center committee until such time as the city purchases the property or the committee obtains its 501(c) (3). Council may hold a special meeting in August if possible to further this discussion.

Copart Conditional Use Permit and Expansion Update
Austing-Traut gave a history of Copart permitting and related uses in the Industrial zone. Stang expressed interested in ensuring that the limited C-2 and I land in Avon be utilized to its highest and best use.

Motion Jim Stang to deny Conditional Use Permit per recommendation of City Attorney Mike Couri for the reasons listed in letter dated 6/26 including the need to consider rezoning the property in order to comply, second Katie Reiling and carried unanimously.

Real Estate Contract
[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion Jeff Meyer to relist the PD Garage (112 Avon Ave S) at $75,000 with Matt Imdieke, second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

National Night Out Proclamation
Council made a proclamation declaring August 6th, 2019 National Night Out in Avon, MN, read by Mayor Manthe.
Motion Katie Reiling and second by Jeff Meyer, carried unanimously.

ISSUES BY STAFF											

Administration
Austing-Traut noted that she has advised the buyer that TIF will not be available on this lot due to special circumstances with the purchase agreement.

LGA Certification and a summary of the LGA formula were presented. Austing-Traut stated that draft budget is nearly complete and will be emailed as soon as it is ready.

Austing-Traut notified the council that the MN Department of Health Drinking Water Service Connection Fee would be increasing effective January 1, 2020. MN Legislature approved the increase from $6.36 to $9.72 per year. The fee passes through municipalities, but is ultimately paid to the Minnesota Department of Health.

Public Works
Jon Forsell, Director of Public Works, presented his written report and updated the council on crack sealing which should be done within the next week or so. Forsell advised council that the New Holland (blue tractor) came back to city hall but it is still not operating properly. Kyle is working with Melrose Implement to try to troubleshoot.  

Forsell requested $5,304 for a mini split for PD Office for more efficient heating/cooling. Forsell requested up to $15,198 for the construction of a salt-shed. These funds are donated funds. 

Motion Jim Stang to approve $5,304 to Mechanical Bros for mini-split, second Katie Reiling and carried unanimously.

Motion Jim Stang to approve $19,846 for salt-shed with thanks to the generous donor, second Katie Reiling and carried unanimously.

Staff was not ready to move on the hockey rink. This will be brought to council at the next meeting.

Jon Forsell advised the council that Autumn Donabauer has been volunteering with the city and one of her jobs was to paint hydrants. Jon would like her to continue for up to 80 hours at $10/hour to finish painting the hydrants.

Motion Katie Reiling to hire Autumn Donabauer to continue painting hydrants for $10/hour up to 80 hours second Jeff Meyer and carried unanimously.

Forsell advised city council that the Water Supply Plan has been approved by the MN DNR.

Motion Jeff Meyer  to approve the Water Supply Plan authorized under DNR Water Appropriation Permit #1962.0203 second Jim Stang and carried unanimously. 

Police Department
Chief Corey Nellis presented his written report and briefed the council on a number of narcotics arrests and reports of stolen vehicles (which have all been recovered) and notified the council of a grant award from Center Point Energy for $2,500 for emergency lighting and equipment for the new squad car. The PD currently has six vehicle forfeitures in storage. Chief Nellis gave a number of examples where Maverick has effectively assisted the PD in criminal apprehensions. Chief Nellis commented on National Night Out tomorrow night and thanked the NNO committee for pulling the event together and invited the community to attend. PD and FD hosted a golf tournament today and it appeared to be a great success.

ISSUES BY COUNCIL 
Katie Reiling suggested that the city consider memorializing Art Diedrich via a plaque at Ochotto Park since he was the one that developed the park.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by Jim Stang to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 pm; second by Councilor Katie Reiling and carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jodi Austing-Traut City Clerk/Administrator

