
Minutes
Avon City Council
July 9, 2018

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Mayor John Grutsch called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
	
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:
John Grutsch – Mayor, Kurt Marthaler, Jim Stang, Jeff Meyer, Julie Jarnot – Councilors
Jon Forsell – Director of Public Works, Corey Nellis – Chief of Police
Jodi Austing-Traut, City Clerk-Administrator 
Absent: None

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

PUBLIC ACCESS FORUM
Steve Soyka, Stearns County Sherriff candidate was present to introduce himself and provide information about his candidacy and experience. Soyka explained that one of his main objectives is improved coordination with and support for local police departments and communities.

CONSENT AGENDA 									   		
1. Council Minutes of  June 4th and June 12th, 2018
2. Planning Commission Minutes of June 19th, 2018
3. Paid Check Register, Manual Claims, Capital Expenditures, Direct Deposits, Quarterly Reports
4. Legal Fees, Engineering Fees, Auditor/Accounting Fees
5. Lange Trenching Invoice $2486 for Maintenance Shop “add-ons”
6. Avon Area Arts Outdoor Event Permit (approve contingent upon receipt of insurance certificate)
7. Continuing Disclosure Reports Proposal David Drown
8. Receive $250 Contribution to Relief Association from Farming Lions Club
9. Receive LGA Estimates
10. Receive State Demographers Population Estimates
11. Receive TIF Management Letter

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve consent agenda with minor corrections to minutes of June 4th and June 12th second Jeff Meyer and carried unanimously.

COUNCIL BUSINESS	

Avon Lakers Baseball Team 
Water Usage Data and Memorandum of Understanding were presented to council along with updates that have occurred at the Lakers Field including a new water meter and an additional water meter for the new bathroom facility. Dan Zimmermann and Jeff Lange presented information regarding the field and related work that the team completes at the park, along with team expenses and a list of other teams that utilize the field. Zimmermann also presented a list of organizations that have donated considerable amounts of money to the ballfield for various park improvements. Council discussed the “Memorandum of Understanding” passed in 2008 which indicates that the city would charge the Lakers for half the water usage at the Lakers Field. Mayor Grutsch requested that the Lakers implement a system to conserve water. Councilor Stang suggested the city move toward requiring the Laker’s becoming more self-sufficient. Councilor Meyer expressed support for the existing Memorandum of Understanding. Current Memorandum of Understanding will stay in place for now, with regular review as necessary. Lakers will look into ways of conserving water.
	
ISSUES BY STAFF	
Engineer
Copart/Lange Trenching – Conditional Use Permit 
Mike Nielson, City Engineer, was present to inform the council that all of the requirements of the civil site plan/surface water management plan have been met. Nielson brought up Chapter 20 Subd. 4 C(1)(a) of the Zoning Ordinance which states that “All areas devoted for parking space and driveways shall be surfaced with permanent materials (i.e. bituminous, concrete, recycled materials (concrete/bituminous mix), bricks, etc. but NOT grass, sand/dirt, gravel or crushed granite).” The Copart/Lange Trenching plan does not include permanent materials throughout the site.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jodi Austing-Traut, City Administrator referenced Chapter 20 Subd. 1 Off-Street Parking. “Purpose” which states: “It is the purpose of this Chapter to provide for the regulation of and design standards for off-street parking facilities within the City, to minimize congestion of the public right-of-way and to maximize the safety and general welfare of the public.” Austing-Traut indicated that the primary use for Copart, in this industrial zone, is the display of vehicles versus “parking” and the minimization of congestion of the public right-of-way and the maximization of the safety and general welfare of the public is not applicable in this case. In addition, requiring Copart to surface the entire lot with permanent materials would be a detriment to the area’s management of storm water.

Motion Kurt Marthaler to adopt Resolution 2018-17 Approving Conditional Use Permit for Co-Part/Lange Trenching (03.00989.0010) second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

Administration 

Update PD Garage
Staff has received a few calls inquiring about the sale of the PD garage. Each of them was looking to utilize the space for an activity that is not currently allowed in the C-1 Zoning district (small engine repairs, large engine repairs, storage, vehicle sales). Staff authorized to work with Matt Imdieke to list the property for sale for contingent upon a council approved design/build plan and with TIF incentives available.

Half Cent Sales Tax
According to the MN Department of Revenue Sales and Use Tax Division, the City of Avon would stand to gain $43,000 per year in local general sales tax dollars were we to implement a half cent sales tax.

The cost to implement the new local tax would be in the range of $17,000 - $24,000 which would come off the top of the first year’s revenues generated to reimburse the State of MN for their work in setting it up.

Councilor Meyer expressed opposition due to his feeling that this would effectively be another tax imposed upon city residents and businesses.

If council were to pursue this, the process would be:
1) Council passes a resolution indicating support for a local sales tax (sample attached)
2) The referendum goes on the ballot in November 
3) If approved by voters, the city requests legislative approval of the local sales tax

Motion Jim Stang to adopt Resolution 2018-18 “Authorizing a Referendum Question and Designating the Form of Question to be Placed on the Ballot for the 2018 General Election” for the purpose of considering the imposition of a half-cent sales and use tax from which proceeds will be used to make transportation improvements in the City of Avon second Kurt Marthaler and carried with Meyer against.

Water/Wastewater 
Jon Forsell presented his written report. Forsell updated the council and requested authorization for payment for an invoice for Lange Trenching for water main break repairs earlier this spring.

Motion Julie Jarnot $4,642 for Lange Trenching for water main repairs on Stratford Street, second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Streets/Maintenance
Jon Forsell presented a written report and updated the council on several issues. The maintenance shop project is nearly complete. Staff is requesting approval for approximately $4,500 to complete the interior work on the maintenance shop (Bold Image Construction).

Motion Jim Stang to authorize Bold Image Construction up to $4,500 to complete interior work on maintenance shop, second Julie Jarnot and carried unanimously.

Council discussed making needed street improvements to Suncrest Addition. Austing-Traut will offer a sample petition for homeowners interested in petitioning for improvements.

Police Department
Chief Nellis presented a written report and requested a change in pay for the beach patrol positions. Currently the police department is having a difficult time filling the positions at $9.00/hour. Request is to increase the pay to $12.00/hour.

Motion John Grutsch to increase beach patrol pay to $12.00/hour second Julie Jarnot, carried with Stang abstaining.

Chief Nellis thanked Mayor Grutsch for his leadership in calling Spunk Days off early due to an impending storm.

ISSUES BY COUNCIL
Discussion about shed district in Avon Estates. Staff is continuing to research this. Council consensus to continue to pursue this idea. 

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by Jim Stang to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 pm; second by Councilor Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jodi Austing-Traut City Clerk/Administrator
