
Minutes
Avon City Council
July 1, 2019

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:
Jeff Manthe – Mayor, Kurt Marthaler, Jeff Meyer, Katie Reiling, Jim Stang – Councilors
Jon Forsell – Director of Public Works, Corey Nellis – Chief of Police
Jodi Austing-Traut, City Clerk-Administrator
Absent: None

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Mayor Jeff Manthe called the meeting to order and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

AUDIT PRESENTATION
Chris Knopik and Kristen Houle of Clifton Larson Allen presented the city’s financial statements and audit report for 2018. Financial Statements and audit report are available for viewing in the Clerk’s Office during normal business hours.
	
PUBLIC ACCESS FORUM
Ben Durheim addressed the council regarding the recent city council decision to authorize Dollar General to have access off of Angelfish Avenue. Durheim also stated that there is concern regarding the future growth of the Keppers’ farm. Durheim requested careful consideration of how the Keppers’ farm would develop in the future to minimize impact to residents of Angelfish Ave. 

Richard and Brenda Sanoski of Smiley Drive would like to purchase a three to five acre parcel on the west end of Avon Estates to build a patio home and shed on. Council will consider and get back to Sanoskis.

CONSENT AGENDA
1. Council Minutes of  June 3, 2019
2. Receive Planning Commission Minutes June 18, 2019
3. Paid Check Register, Manual Claims, Capital Expenditures, Payroll Deposits
4. Legal Fees, Engineering Fees, Auditor/Acct. Fees
5. Approval of Avon Area Arts Outdoor Event Permit – Music in the Park
6. Resolution 2019-23 A Resolution Supporting the Application for Bonding Funds
7. Resolution 2019-24 Approving MN Session Laws 2019, First Special Session, Chapter 6, Article 6, Section 13
8. Keppers Corrective Quit Claim Deed

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve consent agenda with changes to Resolution 2019-24 including adding additional projects and changes to the estimated costs as discussed, second Katie Reiling and carried unanimously.

[bookmark: _GoBack]COUNCIL BUSINESS										
Consider sale of PD Garage
Meyer expressed concern for listing the property at far less than its market value. Austing-Traut explained that the intent of the real estate listing was to incite buyers to come in with a proposal in hopes that negotiations would result in a fair market price.
Motion Kurt Marthaler to decline the offer for the purchase at $1.00 second Jim Stang, and carried unanimously.

Discuss Assessment Policy
Mike Neilson suggested a front footage assessment, rather than a percentage of total cost, can sometimes be more easily justifiable. Staff expressed concerns about fairness, especially as it relates to corner lots and other lots with a disproportionate amount of frontage. Council will consider changes to assessment policy at a later date. 

Copart Expansion Update
Back in May, Copart applied for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to expand their operations in Avon. The expansion was to be for an office and warehouse on the Eugene & Norma Meyer property adjacent to Copart and Columbia Gear. Planning Commission has recommended approval of the CUP. Columbia Gear has threatened litigation indicating that Columbia Gear would appeal the council’s decision to the courts if Council were to follow through with Planning Commission’s recommendation to approve the CUP. 

Austing-Traut indicated that upon hearing that Columbia Gear would likely challenge the city’s decision; staff contacted City Attorney Mike Couri to review the issue. City Attorney has given the opinion that Copart is neither a salvage yard nor an industrial business. Their main function more closely fits the definition of auto sales which fits into a C-2 zone rather than an Industrial zone. City Attorney has determined that a rezoning would be required in this case. Austing-Traut went on to state that the C-2 section of the ordinance contradicts itself by first stating in Chapter 10, Subd.2.A.10 auto sales are permitted, but then stating in Chapter 10, Subd.4.A.4. auto sales require a CUP. 

If Copart petitions for the rezoning, planning commission/council would need to consider whether to rezone the Meyer parcel to C-2 or leave it industrial (thus potentially opening it up for Columbia Gear to expand) or perhaps rezone an alternate area to facilitate Copart’s future expansions.  Planning commission/council will also need to clean up the language in the C-2 section of the ordinance to clarify whether auto sales in a C-2 zone should be permitted without a CUP or if a CUP will be necessary. The city will await a response from Copart on how they would like to proceed and go from there. It was noted that both businesses are vital to the City of Avon.


Purchase Agreement Lot 1 Block 1 Serenity
Serenity Village has first right of refusal on this parcel. They will be notified of the pending purchase agreement. They will have 30 days to exercise their right of refusal or the parcel will be released to another buyer.

ISSUES BY STAFF											

Public Works
Jon Forsell, Director of Public Works presented his written report and requested approval of expenditure $8,010 to Preferred Controls for WWTP SCADA System. This has been an item on Forsell’s capital improvement plan for over five years and it is now failing. 

Motion Kurt Marthaler to authorize payment of $8,010 to Preferred Controls for new SCADA system at WWTP, second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

Council discussed the Dullinger Excavating quote for Avon Estates ditch clean out $3,750. Dullinger plans to dig the trench wider and to the bottom of pipe elevation. Permitting would have to go through Stearns County. Staff will need to obtain another bid.

Motion Jim Stang to authorize payment of up to $3,750 for ditch cleaning and to authorize staff to obtain necessary permitting from Stearns County second Katie Reiling and carried unanimously.

Jon updated council on crack filling. Midwest Asphalt is behind due to rainfall.

The New Holland tractor has additional issues with PTO. Maintenance has not received it back yet.

Motion Kurt Marthaler to authorize staff to remove barricade and stop sign near Bob Eisenrich property at 111 Winden Way so Bob can mow and take care of the property, second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

Police Department
Chief Nellis presented his written report and requested that the council consider keeping the 2012 Tahoe as a backup vehicle. It would not have a computer, radar, or a mobile radio, but the vehicle could be utilized for emergencies, traffic stops, etc… Chief does not feel that the city would get much out of it by selling it considering the investment made.

Motion Jim Stang to keep the 2012 Tahoe, second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Chief updated council on a number of vandalism incidents that have occurred around town over the past couple of weeks. There were eight ‘in-custody’ arrests over the weekend, two of which involved potential forfeitures. 

ISSUES BY COUNCIL 
Katie Reiling asked if the crosswalk signs could be placed on CR 9 for a time as cars are not stopping for pedestrians. 
Jeff Meyer suggested additional patrol on CR 9 for fast moving semi-trailers.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by Kurt Marthaler to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 pm; second by Councilor Reiling and carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jodi Austing-Traut City Clerk/Administrator

