
Minutes
Avon City Council
June 3, 2019

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:
Jeff Manthe – Mayor, Kurt Marthaler, Jeff Meyer, Katie Reiling, Jim Stang – Councilors
Jon Forsell – Director of Public Works, Corey Nellis – Chief of Police
Jodi Austing-Traut, City Clerk-Administrator
Absent: None

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Mayor Jeff Manthe called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 
PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
	
PUBLIC ACCESS FORUM
Brent Vollmers 209 Barracuda Ave asked whether or not Barracuda Avenue is being considered for a street reconstruction project. Jon Forsell responded that staff has put some numbers together ($265,000 to do 1st Street and the related side streets).  Forsell stated that Barracuda needs more than patching, it needs a full reconstruction.

CONSENT AGENDA
1. Council Minutes of  May 6 and May 22, 2019
1. Receive Planning Commission Minutes May 21, 2019
1. Receive Joint Planning Board Minutes May 13, 2019
1. Paid Check Register, Manual Claims, Capital Expenditures, Payroll Deposits
1. Legal Fees, Engineering Fees, Auditor/Acct. Fees
1. Approval of Lions Outdoor Event Permit
1. Resolution 2019-16 Adopting a Comprehensive Performance Measurement Program
1. Resolution 2019-17 Accepting a Donation from Art and Yvonne Diedrich
1. Resolution 2019-19 Vacating a Drainage and Utility Easement

Stang thanked Diedrich’s for their donation to parks and beautification.

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve consent agenda as presented, second Stang and carried with Meyer abstaining.

COUNCIL BUSINESS										
New Development: 											
Resolution 2019-15 Joint Resolution for Orderly Annexation (PID 03.00988.0000 - 33246 CR 50 Avon - Copart). Stang indicated that he had received a phone call from a neighboring business that expressed disappointment that the property has been sold to Copart. Stang wished both businesses well and stated that sellers have the right to sell to whomever they wish.

Motion Stang to adopt Resolution 2019-15 Joint Resolution for Orderly Annexation of PID 03.00988.0000 second Reiling and carried unanimously.

Comprehensive Plan Amendment – (a portion of Keppers 03.00953.0000 to C-2) 
Resolution 2019-13 Comprehensive Plan Amendment to Amend the Future Land Use Map
Meyer indicated that he had received phone calls regarding concerns about impact to property values as well as traffic and safety concerns.  Reiling stated that the planning commission heard comments at the public hearing and has recommended approval of the comprehensive plan amendment and recommended that access would come off of County Road 155. Paul Maxwell of Ratcliff Development stated that the “shared access agreement” that would be a private agreement between the seller (Keppers) and Dollar general would remove liability from Dollar General and restrict the future use of the remaining Keppers tract. Maxwell suggested that Dollar General be allowed to utilize Angelfish Avenue and any future development be made to utilize County Road 155. The access road would need to be annexed into the city. Stang stated that the council is charged with looking at the overall wellbeing of the entire city and that for every action the council takes, there is the potential for a reaction. Stang offered the council and audience history on other projects that were difficult ones and expressed his hope that the community would bear together the burden of what is best for the City of Avon. 

Mitch Pelarske of Angelfish Ave expressed his primary concern about the increase in traffic and the health and safety of children walking on Angelfish Ave. Pelarske stated that the residents do want a business area, including Dollar General.  Ben Durheim at 9 Angelfish Ave expressed similar concerns for traffic and safety. Gene Kostreba questioned what the benefit is to the City of Avon. Austing-Traut explained the tax benefit as well as the benefit of goods provided by the retailer. Elmer Keppers, the property owner, expressed concern for storm water that is currently in his fields. Hugh Knox stated that storm water controls are in place in the City of Avon to protect the lakes. Rick Brenner questioned whether the Future Land Use Map changes the actual zoning or taxation of the property. Mayor Manthe stated that the zoning of the remaining Keppers’ tract would remain Ag until future annexation would occur. Deb Rentschler asked if her property on the south side of County Road 155 would be rezoned commercial. Mayor Manthe responded that it would not. Meyer expressed concern that placing the access off of County Road 155 would restrict the future development of the remaining Keppers tract. Stang stated that his grandchildren attend a daycare on Angelfish Ave and he feels confident that the daycare provider has the ability to keep the children safe.  

Motion Stang to adopt Resolution 2019-13 Amending the Comprehensive Plan and Future Land Use Map (scratching the 7th WHEREAS which stated: “WHEREAS, The Avon Planning Commission also recommends that an access to the commercial area be made off of County Road 155”) and adding that the access for Dollar General come off of Angelfish Avenue, second Marthaler and carried with Meyer against stated his opinion that the access should come off of County Road 155 and the zoning of the area should be C-1.

Capital Improvements:										
New Holland Tractor 
Jon Forsell updated council on the current condition of the New Holland Tractor. The city owes Melrose Implement $2,000 for hauling and diagnostics. Repairs estimated at $17,400. Value of the tractor is around $30,000. Melrose Implement will offer the city $19,000 for it as-is.  New used tractor would run $50,000-$100,000. Meyer suggested the city repair it and try to get more hours out of it. 

Motion Marthaler to authorize repair of the tractor at a cost of approximately $17,000 second Meyer and carried unanimously.

Austing-Traut presented the city’s current bond payment schedule as well as a number of capital needs (streets, equipment, repairs, maintenance, and next phase of Avon Estates). Council discussed. Eric Linn, owner of Suncrest Apartments was present to state that he does not believe that Suncrest streets need to be reconstructed as a matter of priority. Stang expressed strong opinion for the need to ride out the financial situation in the city until the existing bond payments abate. 

Council reviewed and discussed: Bond Payment Schedule, Five Year Capital Improvements, Avon Estates Phasing, Avon Estates Entrance Repairs, Suncrest Street Reconstruction, Street Projects Summary, G.O. Street Reconstruction Bonding Process, Assessment Process. Jon Forsell stated that public works is working hard to maintain the integrity of streets that we have. Engineer Mike Nielson of WSB stated that Avon is not unique in its need to make street repairs without adequate budget reserves to complete the projects as timely as we would like. Nielson suggested that delaying street repairs can cost more later on. Nielson suggested having the engineers put together a full street reconstruction program. Meyer suggested the city attempt to find additional revenue sources in the budget.  Stang suggested the council move on from this issue and discontinue discussions about street projects until the bond payment/budget situation changes. 

Council discussed Avon Estates phasing. Stang asked whether council should consider bringing David Drown on board to do a thorough financial analysis of the city’s current situations and needs. 

Council discussed options for assessment policy.

ISSUES BY STAFF											
Administration	
Council considered a purchase agreement for Lot 4 Block 4 of Avon Estates. 
Motion Marthaler to accept the purchase agreement for Lot 4 Block 4 of Avon Estates second Stang and carried unanimously.

Jodi Austing-Traut provided miscellaneous updates to the council including the Fire Department’s desire to begin the process of considering adding on to the fire hall in the next couple of years. The building committee will start by drafting some plans. Next step will be to meet with township and city officials to get feedback on how, if, and when to proceed.

Austing-Traut asked if council would consider closing City Hall on Friday, July 5th due to the Independence Day holiday falling on Thursday to allow office staff to be with their families. City Hall has historically had incredibly low traffic volumes on the Friday after a Thursday holiday. Council consensus to allow staff to take vacation.

Public Works
Jon Forsell, Director of Public Works presented his written report and requested approval of expenditure for $1,640.87 for emergency lift station repairs		

Motion Stang to authorize payment of $1,640.87 for emergency lift station repairs, second Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Police Department
Chief Nellis presented his written report and updated the council on a grant opportunity as well as the new squad car.

Motion Jim Stang up to $4,000 for a new computer using a portion of grant dollars and forfeiture dollars, second Katie Reiling and carried unanimously.

ISSUES BY COUNCIL 

Personnel Update
Austing-Traut updated the council on an employee training matter. Austing-Traut will check with the League of MN Cities and put together some training materials for all staff regarding expectations for city representation at trainings, events, schools, and conferences.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by Stang to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 pm; second by Councilor Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jodi Austing-Traut City Clerk/Administrator
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