
Minutes
Avon City Council
May 7, 2018

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Mayor John Grutsch called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
	
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:
John Grutsch – Mayor, Kurt Marthaler, Jim Stang, Jeff Meyer, Julie Jarnot – Councilors
Jon Forsell – Director of Public Works, Corey Nellis – Chief of Police
Jodi Austing-Traut, City Clerk-Administrator 
Absent: None

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Audit Report/Financial Statements
Chris Knopik and Kristen Houle of Clifton Larson Allen presented the city’s audit findings and financial statements.
Complete Financial Statements are available for viewing at City Hall during regular business hours.

CONSENT AGENDA 									   		
1. Council Minutes of  April 2, 2018
2. Planning Commission Minutes of April 17, 2018
3. Paid Check Register, Manual Claims, Capital Expenditures, Payroll Expenditures
4. Legal Fees, Engineering Fees, Auditor/Acct. Fees
5. Resolution 2018-08 Accepting a Donation
6. Resolution 2018-09 Approving Gambling License for Avon Area Lakes Association
7. Resolution 2018-11 Appointing Election Judges
8. Approval of Liquor Licenses
9. Adopt Ordinance 213 Amending the Zoning Ordinance Regarding Manufactured Housing/Home Parks
10. Approve Outdoor Event Permit Contingent Upon Receipt of Proof of Insurance Coverage

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve consent agenda second Julie Jarnot and carried unanimously.

COUNCIL BUSINESS		
	
ISSUES BY STAFF	

Administration 

Annexation Request PID 03.00989.0010 (Lange Gravel Pit) 
We have received an annexation petition from Lange Properties of Avon LLC to annex PID 03.00989.0010. This parcel is located to the south of Copart and currently is being used by Lange Trenching as a gravel pit. The ultimate plan for the property is for the future expansion of Copart. There will be no immediate need for city water, sewer, or street construction. Joint Planning Board will meet May 16th to consider the request. 

Motion Kurt Marthaler to accept the annexation of the property upon approval by Joint Planning Board and authorize Mayor and City Administrator to execute related documents second Julie Jarnot and carried unanimously.

RLF One-Time-Exception Update
Upon filing for the “one-time-exception” for 20% of the Revolving Loan Funds to be turned back to the State of MN and freeing up 80% of the funds to be used by the city, staff received a call from the State of Minnesota indicating that only $200,000 was originally state Revolving Loan dollars. The remaining $450,000 in revolving loan funds that the city currently has on hand were originally federal loan dollars and are not eligible for the “one-time-exception”. In speaking with Jason Murray of David Drown Associates, the federal dollars can be freed up for the city to for an economic development project (including Avon Estates).

Motion Jim Stang to rescind his motion of March 8th, 2018 authorizing the city to take advantage of the RLF “one-time-exception” due to the State of MN subsequently notifying the city that $450,000 of the city’s RLF is actually federal funds that are not eligible for the one-time-exception second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Blattner Energy Update
Mayor Grutsch and Jodi Austing-Traut met with John Blattner a couple of weeks ago and discussed the status of their project.  Blattners have since hired a water “witcher” and plan to dig two additional test wells to determine if they are able to locate adequate water supply for their fire suppression system.

Speed Study on CSAH 54
The City and Stearns County have both received several calls from residents recently about the speeds on CSAH 54 near Avon Estates.  Jodi Teich, Stearns County Highway Engineer has suggested that a speed study be done along that area. Since a portion of the road is within city limits, the county board typically wants to know the city is on board with requesting a speed study.   If council supports the speed study being done, Teich will have the county board adopt a resolution requesting the study. Teich noted that a speed study does not mean the speed limit will necessarily go down. She has requested the county to patrol the area more frequently in the meantime.

Chief Nellis explained how speed studies work. The county takes the average speed of 10 vehicles and determines what the speed should be based on that. Chief is not convinced that a speed study would show that vehicles are travelling less than 55 mph, thus warranting a speed reduction. Additional patrol or other traffic calming measures may be more effective.

Motion Julie Jarnot in support of Stearns County conducting a speed study on CSAH 54 near Avon Estates, second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Water/Wastewater 
Jon Forsell presented his written report. Forsell updated the council on a broken water main situation that occurred a couple of weeks ago. He also updated the council on the public works consolidation. 

Streets/Maintenance
Jon Forsell presented a written report and updated the council on several issues in need of council discussion.

Crack Filling/Potholes
Forsell presented two quotes for crack filling and pothole filling. Midwest Asphalt is the low bidder $17,819. 
Motion Jeff Meyer to authorize crack filling and pothole filling to be completed by Midwest Asphalt at $17,819 second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

Fishing Pier
The fishing pier sustained considerable damage from ice/wind just prior to ice out. City will work with DNR to determine how to move forward on making repairs.

Avon Estates Weed Control
Mayor Grutsch expressed distain for the Stearns County assessor’s office in the taxation of Avon Estates properties for the bailing of meadow hay and tillable acreage while at the same time requiring the city to manage weeds on the property. Mayor Grutsch will make a call to our County Commissioner to discuss this further.

Maintenance Shop/Cost Overruns
Request approval for $2,045 in cost overruns for work related to rotten door frame and walls
Motion Julie Jarnot to authorize $2,045 to Bold Image Construction for maintenance shop, second Kurt Marthaler   and carried unanimously.

Streets Improvements
[bookmark: _GoBack]Forsell will be obtaining quotes on asphalt reclaim projects for the council to consider in the future.

Police Department
Chief Nellis presented a written report. Chief suggested that the Police Department consider purchasing a membership at the Avon Sportsman’s Club so officers are able to use the range for practice. Chief will look further into the details and update council.

ISSUES BY COUNCIL
Councilor Meyer presented some information from Stearns County on new construction values as well as market activity value increases in Avon. 

Mayor Grutsch attended the Mayors Convention last week. Topics of discussion included incident command, local control, and homeless veterans. Mayor Grutsch encouraged councilors to consider attending the League of Minnesota Cities conference. 

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by Kurt Marthaler to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 pm; second by Councilor Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jodi Austing-Traut City Clerk/Administrator
