Minutes
Avon City Council
April 6, 2020

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT VIA TELECONFERENCE AND AUDIO/VIDEO (ZOOM):
Jeff Manthe – Mayor, Katie Reiling, Jeff Meyer, Jim Stang, Kurt Marthaler – Councilors
Jon Forsell – Director of Public Works, Corey Nellis – Chief of Police
Jodi Austing-Traut, City Clerk-Administrator
Absent: None

LOCAL BOARD OF APPEALS AND EQUALIZATION
Debra Haus and Kelly Lemke of the Stearns County Assessor’s Office were conferenced in via telephone.
Chris Plautz 1051 Hamlet Drive N (PID 42.26348.0000) stated that he purchased his home for $224,200. The home is being valued at $246,200. Plautz has made some improvements to the structure, but not all of those were complete at the time of assessment. County Assessor included 25% of those improvements to the value for 2021. Deb Haus explained some comparables that were used in the assessment. Haus offered a reduction in the estimated market value to a value of $239,400. The remainder of the basement finish would be added to the following year’s assessment. It is not possible for the Assessor’s Office to calculate next year’s figures at this time. 

Motion Jim Stang to include 500 square feet of finished basement for a value of $239,400 and the additional 700 feet of finished basement plus the bathroom will be added to 2021 second Jeff Meyer and carried unanimously.

Gary McPadden 1043 Hamlet Dr N (42.26345.0000) explained that he does not feel that his property is valued as highly as the county is suggesting. It is a 1 bedroom 1 ¾ bathroom and some of the lakeshore is natural environment and is basically unusable. Deb Haus explained that McPadden’s property is on the edge of the inlet, thus properties to the south of him are at a lower per shore line foot, Haus suggested lowering the land value of his property to equalize with his neighbors due to the inlet.  Deb Haus suggested a change in value from $241,400 to $232,900.

Motion Kurt Marthaler to change the value from $241,400 to $232,900 second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

Local Board of Appeals Meeting Closed at 7:00 pm

CALL REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING TO ORDER VIA ZOOM
Mayor Manthe opened the regular meeting at 7:03 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

PUBLIC ACCESS FORUM 
None present.

CONSENT AGENDA
1. Council Minutes of  March 3rd, 2020
2. Paid Check Register, Manual Claims, Capital Expenditures, Payroll Deposits
3. Quarterly Reports
4. Legal Fees, Engineering Fees, Auditor/Acct. Fees
5. Fire Contract St. Wendel Township (eight residences)
6. Resolution 2020-12 Authorizing Signers for Sale of L1B1 Avon Estates Circle 2nd Addn ($34,000)
7. Resolution 2020-13 Authorizing Signers for Sale of L6B1 Avon Estates Circle 2nd Addn ($34,000)
8. Resolution 2020-14 Authorizing Signers for Sale of L1B9 Avon Estates (201 Woolgrass Way) ($32,775)
9. Resolution 2020-13B Approving Gambling Permit for Fire Relief Association
10. FYI: County Attorney Report

Motion Jim Stang to approve the consent agenda, second Kurt Marthaler and carried with Meyer against.

COUNCIL BUSINESS

REFUSE CONTRACT

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve contract as presented with West Central, second Jeff Meyer and carried unanimously.

LIQUOR LICENSING/BUSINESS RELIEF 
Austing-Traut explained that there are four establishments in Avon that have liquor license fees upwards of $2,000. Austing-Traut suggested council consider authorizing staff to receive $350 with the license application and spread the remainder of the payments over the next 11 months.  Austing-Traut also suggested that the council consider loosening up the RLF guidelines to allow for some assistance to retail and service industries affected by COVID. Austing-Traut will look into specific guidelines and an application process.

Motion Jim Stang to approve liquor licenses and to authorize a payment plan for Fisher’s Club, PJ’s, Spunky’s and Buckhorn Bar, second Jeff Meyer and carried unanimously.

SAM’S MARKET 
Buyer has rescinded their offer.

SUNCREST STREET IMPROVEMENTS 2020 – UPDATE – Chris Sonmor, City Engineer
Chris Sonmor, City Engineer discussed the timing of the project relevant to the COVID 19 pandemic. Jeff Meyer asked whether the council had considered self-funding for now. Mayor Manthe stated that if council chooses to move forward with any level of assessment in the future, the public hearing and 429 assessment process would need to be followed.  Kurt Marthaler suggested the council take heed in proceeding at this time due to a number of individuals being out of work due to COVID.

Motion Jim Stang to authorize Chris Sonmor, City Engineer to move forward with design phase of the project second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

COVID
Appointment of 3rd In Command
Mayor Manthe appointed Katie Reiling third in command in the event that Manthe and Stang are unavailable.

Other COVID Related Updates (Staffing, Outreach Services)
Mayor Manthe updated the council about current staffing, PD and First Responder matters and protocols for response, community outreach efforts, and the status of our business community.

ISSUES BY STAFF

Public Works – Jon Forsell presented his written report and stated that he has been working with Lange Trenching to look at the possibility of completing some light grading work in the center circle of Avon Estates including flattening the park area, creating a swale coming through the north to the current storm drain, as well as some grading through the backyards. The cost would be around $3,000-$3,500.

Motion Kurt Marthaler to spend up to $3,500 for a rough grade for the center second of Avon Estates, second Katie Reiling and carried with Meyer against.

Jon Forsell requested approval for:
1. $5500 for Lange Trenching for 50 hours of street sweeping at $110 an hour. 

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve $5500 for street sweeping, second Katie Reiling and carried.

2. $2200 for Concrete pad for Avon Estates park shelter Chris Loesch Construction LLC.

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve $2200 for concrete pad, second Katie Reiling and carried unanimously.

3. $6700 for Core & Main water meter reading, charging stand, command link, and software.

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve $6700 for water meter reading equipment and software second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

4. Lange Trenching for $3475 for snow removal and beaver dam removal.

Motion Katie Reiling to approve $3475 for snow removal and beaver dam removal second Katie Reiling motion carried with Meyer abstaining.

5. $5600 for 2 loads of 250 gallons oil/6 tons of granite chips for spray patching. Midwest Asphalt and Astech Surface Technologies

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve $5600 for spray patching materials second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

COMPOST SITE
Forsell updated council on the compost site. Compost site is currently open to city residents only from 7am-7pm M-F and 7am-12pm Saturday. This will continue to be looked at as circumstances change.

LIFT STATION PUMP UPDATE
The only lift station pump that still needs to be phased out is the one that continues to be problematic. Forsell is pleased with the lift stations that have been replaced and upgraded.

Police Department - Written Report was presented by Chief Nellis. Chief mentioned several recent cases that the PD has been working on including DWI arrests, vehicle pursuits, and drug seizures. 

ISSUES BY COUNCIL
Jeff Meyer indicated that he has spoken with City Attorney regarding the statute of limitations on Avon Estates entrance. City Attorney indicated that it is six years from when the problem became known. Manthe will look further into this. 

Motion Jim Stang to adjourn at 8:35 pm second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Respectfully Submitted,
Jodi Austing-Traut City Clerk/Administrator

