
Minutes
Avon City Council
April 2, 2018

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Mayor John Grutsch called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM and opened Local Board of Appeals and Equalization Meeting.
	
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:
John Grutsch – Mayor, Kurt Marthaler, Jeff Meyer, Julie Jarnot – Councilors
Jon Forsell – Director of Public Works, Corey Nellis – Chief of Police
Jodi Austing-Traut, City Clerk-Administrator 
Absent: Jim Stang

LOCAL BOARD OF APPEALS AND EQUALIZATION
Deb Haus and Kathy Korte were present with their 2018 Assessment Report and information on comparable sales in Avon. There was $4,128,400 in new construction value in the City of Avon. ($2,043,200 in Residential and $2,085,200 in Commercial, Industrial, and Multi-Family combined).

Eric Larson was present to address the Local Board of Appeals and Equalization regarding PID 42.26493.0018 (224 Barracuda Ave). Larson presented his concern about the past several years of increases in the market value of his property. Deb Haus presented market comparisons and related data and Larson stated that he may go to the county board to appeal upon further review of the property by Stearns County Assessor’s Office.

Dana Weber was present to address the Local Board of Appeals and Equalization regarding PID 42.26310.0087. Weber had questions about market value increase on her property located at 119 Woolgrass Way and how those increases compare to other values in her area. Deb Haus presented market comparisons and related data. Haus will do an onsite review of the property. At that point, if the value is not agreed to, Weber may go to the county board to appeal the valuation.

Motion Kurt Marthaler for no change to Larson property valuation PID 42.26493.0018 located at 224 Barracuda Avenue second Jeff Meyer and carried unanimously.

Motion Kurt Marthaler for no change to Weber property valuation PID 42.26310.0087 located at 119 Woolgrass way second Julie Jarnot and carried unanimously.

Motion Kurt Marthaler to close Local Board of Appeals and Equalization second Jeff Meyer and carried unanimously.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Public Forum
Bob Dickhaus, candidate for Stearns County Sherriff was present to provide some information about his candidacy. Dickhaus has lived in Melrose nearly his whole life and has worked for Stearns County for nearly 25 years in a number of positions within the Law Enforcement Department. Dickhaus is currently a Lieutenant and works in special projects. If elected Sherriff, Dickhaus would like to improve shared training programs throughout Stearns County. He expects the same services to continue to be provided and expanded as finances and other resources allow. Dickhaus would like to see even greater cooperation with local police departments, improvements/expansion to jail facility, expansion to dispatch center, the addition of a school resource officer program, and better drug enforcement programming.

CONSENT AGENDA 							
1. Council Minutes of  March 8th, 2018
2. Planning Commission Minutes of March 20, 2018
3. Paid Check Register, Manual Claims, Capital Expenditures
4. Legal Fees, Engineering Fees, Auditor/Acct. Fees
5. Ordinance 212 Amending the Zoning Ordinance (accessory building setbacks and fences)
6. Resolution 2018-06 Approving a Variance 42.26630.0070 (930 Waters Edge Circle)
7. Resolution 2018-07 Approving a Variance 42.26630.0064 (941 Waters Edge Circle)
8. Lumber One Avon Contract for Maintenance Shop Improvements
9. Amendment to Avon Fire Department Relief Association Bylaws (approved by Fire Board 2/21/18)

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve consent agenda second Julie Jarnot and carried unanimously.

COUNCIL BUSINESS		

ISSUES BY STAFF

ADMINISTRATION

Jeffrey Bovitz (945 2nd St. NW) Request for Water and Sewer
Staff has been unable to locate any concrete information or past studies that may have been done regarding water and sewer extension to this area.  Austing-Traut suggested that if council wishes to consider Bovitz’s request, a motion be made to authorize the city engineer to do a preliminary cost estimate for the water and/or sewer extension. While Bovitz’s are requesting both sewer and water, it is understood that their more immediate need is for water. The access road to the homes in this area is a privately owned road. There would need to be easement granted to the other property owners. Water is available near the city maintenance shop. The only real issue to getting water to Bovitz is easement. The actual connection would be made primarily over private property. There would be some potential for freeze up due to the length of the water line to the home.  Sewer service would require a lift station or grinder pumps which makes things more complicated and expensive. Staff will update Bovitz and suggest that he work with neighbors and obtain easement for the service which would be privately owned. City would also need easement to be able to access curb stops as necessary as well as access to hydrant for flushing. 

Impervious Surface Calculations - Waters Edge
Staff has run calculations on the various impervious surface “tiers” for Waters Edge Development. Current impervious surface coverage on the developed lots in Waters Edge averages out to 22.88%. Staff is suggesting that a maximum of 32% impervious surface coverage be allowed – without a variance – on the remaining platted lots in Waters Edge Development (approximately 12 platted lots remain). This will keep the maximum impervious surface coverage for the platted lots in Waters Edge at or below 25% as required by law.

The unplatted property in Waters Edge will have to be looked at in the future if the owner should ever wish to develop it, in order to ensure that the maximum impervious coverage for the PUD as a whole is kept at or below 25%. For any future phases, we would suggest council consider larger lot sizes (15,000 square feet minimum) as recommended by Klein Builders. This will greatly reduce the need for variances in the future.

Blattner Energy Request
Blattner Energy have been looking at several options for providing water for their fire suppression system at their property currently located in Avon Township (16767 CR 9). There was some question about whether Blattner’s were asking to annex the property, regardless of the options being pursued. Austing-Traut clarified that Blattner’s are NOT currently interested in requesting annexation. They are currently requesting approval to make the direct connection off of the western end of the water main and crossing Blattner property to go under Linneman Lake. Concern about precedent being set in serving Township properties with city services.  Consensus that there should be some agreement for annexation of the property. Mayor and Clerk/Administrator will schedule a meeting with Blattner Energy and their Engineers to discuss further.

Avon Estates Update
Marketing materials have been mailed out to a number of spec builders in the area. Councilor Jarnot had spoken a bit with Matt Imdieke a few weeks ago as well. Council considered authorizing Matt to move forward with some more aggressive marketing techniques, including possibly some drone footage. Public Works Department will need to tidy up the area prior. 

Update on Public Works Consolidation
This will be our first summer without the additional full-time employee. Council had planned for a six month review of positions, staffing, and scheduling. Staff has been meeting to discuss ways of tightening up scheduling and work assignments within the public works department while also keeping under budget. Council discussed employee hours, including seasonal employees, must be tightened up and scheduled tasks must be specific. Council questioned current scheduling and discussed the need for consistent schedules and staffing including Fridays. Marthaler suggested the importance of having the same schedule for the department. Mayor Grutsch questioned and council discussed the amount of time public works is being paid for breaks/lunch.  

Public Works schedule will be 700-400 Mon–Thur / 700-130 Fridays if public works wants the half hour non-paid lunch PLUS 2 fifteen minute paid breaks;
OR
730-400 Mon-Thur / 700-130 Fridays if taking two fifteen minute breaks OR a 30 minute lunch break in lieu of two fifteen minute breaks.

Katie Reiling stated that it takes just a few minutes a day to care for the flowers. Different potting soil will be used this year along with a different variety of flowers. 
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July Meeting Schedule
Council set July meeting for Monday July 9th due to Independence Day.

WATER/WASTEWATER
Jon Forsell presented his written report and updated the council on Lift Station #6 near Columbia Gear.

PUBLIC WORKS
Jon Forsell presented a written report and request for authorization for street sweeping.
Motion Kurt Marthaler to authorize $110/hour with a max of 50 hours for street sweeping second Julie Jarnot and carried unanimously.

Request to authorize disposal of a portion of the old maintenance shop (36x62 pole building section).
Motion Julie Jarnot to authorize disposal of building second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Chief Nellis presented a written report and presented invitation to Mayor and Council for award ceremonies for Jason Falconer.

ISSUES BY COUNCIL
Julie Jarnot indicated that she has heard good comments about MNDOT’s work on the tree removal for the noise barrier.
Katie Reiling requested placement of cones at a couple of locations on 1st Street where potholes have become quite large. 
Mayor Grutsch presented the League of MN Cities Magazine where Avon was recently featured.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by Kurt Marthaler to adjourn the meeting at 8:47 pm; second by Councilor Jeff Meyer and carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jodi Austing-Traut City Clerk/Administrator
