
Minutes
Avon City Council
April 1, 2019

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:
Jeff Manthe – Mayor, Kurt Marthaler, Jeff Meyer, Katie Reiling, Jim Stang – Councilors
Jon Forsell – Director of Public Works, Corey Nellis – Chief of Police
Jodi Austing-Traut, City Clerk-Administrator
Absent: None

Local Board of Appeals and Equalization – Deb Haus and Kathy Korte, Stearns County Assessor’s Office
Deb Haus explained the sales study and valuations that were done in the City of Avon. 

Dana Weber submitted to council in writing a formal letter of appeal of the 2020 valuation of 119 Woolgrass Way (PID 42.26310.0087). Mrs. Weber claims they had an appraisal completed in 2014 which valued their home at $303,000. She further noted that a comparable used in her appraisal has not yet caught up in tax valuation.  Deb Haus, Stearns County Assessor, completed an on-site visit at 119 Woolgrass Way to determine whether or not an adjustment was warranted. Deb Haus inspected the interior of the home but did not have enough time to do a new valuation. She recommends no change at this time, but will work with the Webers at the county level.

Mark Peitso of 932 Hamlet Drive S (42.26419.0000) home was valued at $158,700. Haus made an adjustment to the number of bedrooms from 3 to 2 as well as an adjustment to the quality of certain materials, particularly in the basement. A fireplace was also deleted. Haus recommended the value be dropped to $146,800. Peitso agreed.

Ron and Mary Kay Luethmers of 108 Serenity Court (42.26494.7004) also filed a written appeal. Luethmers had compared his home to his neighbor’s home and valuation. There was a discrepancy in the neighbor’s value however as the “bonus” room behind the garage was inadvertently not calculated into their valuation. Haus explained that the bonus room was added to the neighboring home valuation and now the houses are equalized. Haus recommended no change.

A written appeal was also filed by Bob Jagdfeld for 2 parcels 117 Avon Ave N (42.26546.0000 and 42.26547.0000). Kathy Korte explained that the property value has not increased in the past three years, but that the classification was changed from R-1 to C-1 in 2018.  Korte recommends no change in valuation.

Motion Jim Stang to make no change to Weber’s valuation for 42.26310.0087 second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.
Motion Jim Stang to make an adjustment to Pietso’s for 42.26419.0000 value from $158,700 to $146,800 second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.
Motion Jim Stang to make no change to Luethmer’s valuation for 42.26494.7004 second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.
Motion Jim Stang to make no change to Jagdfeld’s valuation for 42.26546.0000 and 42.26547.0000 second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Motion Kurt Marthaler to close Local Board of Appeals at 6:42 second Katie Reiling and carried unanimously.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Mayor Jeff Manthe called the regular meeting to order at 6:43 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
	
PUBLIC ACCESS FORUM
None present.

CONSENT AGENDA
1. Council Minutes of  March 4, 2019
2. Paid Check Register, Manual Claims, Capital Expenditures, Payroll Deposits
3. Legal Fees, Engineering Fees, Auditor/Acct. Fees
4. Resolution 2019-05 Authorizing EFT Transactions
5. Resolution 2019-06 Gambling  Permit for Avon Area Lakes Association Raffle
6. Authorize FD Purchase of portable radio $3552.00
7. Accept Nate Brenner resignation
8. FYI – Stearns County Wind and Solar Production Tax report

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve consent agenda as presented second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.
Nate Brenner was thanked for his 19 years of service. Staff will hold a lunch at city hall at noon on Thursday to celebrate with him.

COUNCIL BUSINESS	
Public Hearing on Ordinance #215 Franchise Agreement with MidContinent Communication
Public hearing was opened at 6:47.
Motion Kurt Marthaler to close the public hearing at 6:53 second Katie Reiling.
Motion Kurt Marthaler to adopt Ordinance #215 Franchise Agreement with MidContinent Communication second Jim Stang and carried unanimously. 

Consider Refunding Bond - Jason Murray, David Drown Associates
Jason Murray of David Drown Associates is recommending a refunding of the city’s 2010A and 2012A bonds.  Savings of about $60,000 is expected based on current rates. This figure includes all issuance costs. 

Motion Jeff Meyer to adopt Resolution 2019-07 Approving the Issuance of GO Improvement Refunding Bonds Series 2019A second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

AVON ESTATES 											

Center Circle Preliminary Plat 
Mark and Sherrie Klein were present to discuss their years of work building houses in Avon. They are interested in putting a model home in Avon Estates and displaying it on the tour of homes. Council discussed timing of work on center circle. Planning Commission will hold public hearing in April. Council will be asked to approve preliminary and final plat in May. Playground will need to be moved. Center road will need to be taken out. Kleins would need to begin construction no later than October. Mayor Manthe and Clerk Administrator will work with Kleins to come up with a fair lot price.

Kleins also expressed interest in possibly purchasing one of the large outlots in Avon Estates for development of a storage facility. Council would need to determine the lot prices of the outlots. Anticipated tax revenue would be $4,800 per building, with room for up to three buildings. Council will consider.

Ditch Cleaning
Jon Forsell updated council on the ditch cleaning progress. Dale Lange will plan to walk it with Jon Forsell once things dry up a bit more.

Entrance Road
Jon Forsell suggested council consider a new way of dealing with the entrance patching by putting some fabric and class 2 gravel down to see if it will last a little longer than a week or two. 

Lot Pricing
Mayor Manthe suggested the council consider rolling lot prices back to encourage more sales in Avon Estates. 

ISSUES BY STAFF	

Administration General Updates

Half Cent Sales Tax and Streets Projects were discussed. Meyer mentioned that the city could consider bonding for the money to do all three priority street projects. Chris Sonmor will look for a good assessment policy for the council to consider.

Dollar General has submitted applications for subdivision and annexation. Joint Planning Board will meet in April to review and make recommendation.

Avon Estates Apartments received their building permit for phase II and they plan to begin construction shortly.

Planning/Zoning
No further report.

Public Works/Water Wastewater
Jon Forsell presented his written report and requested:
· Approval for street sweeping $5,500 to Lange Trenching.

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve $5,500 for street sweeping second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

· Approval to create another PW Tech position to replace Nate Brenner/PW Foreman

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve creation of another PW Tech position second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

Police Department
Chief Corey Nellis presented a written report and updated the council on recent police activity and shared information about County Attorney, Janelle Kendall’s  report.

[bookmark: _GoBack]ISSUES BY COUNCIL
Mayor Manthe mentioned a few complaints received regarding nuisance properties in town. Chief Nellis explained the nuisance ordinance and how it can be applied. Chief will check with the League on any new guidelines for nuisance properties and he will plan to drive around with Mayor Manthe and issue violation notices as needed.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by Jeff Meyer to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 pm; second by Councilor Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jodi Austing-Traut City Clerk/Administrator

