
Minutes
Avon City Council
February 4, 2019


CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Mayor Jeff Manthe called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
	
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:
Jeff Manthe – Mayor, Kurt Marthaler, Jeff Meyer, Katie Reiling, Jim Stang – Councilors
Jon Forsell – Director of Public Works, Corey Nellis – Chief of Police
Jodi Austing-Traut, City Clerk-Administrator
Absent: None

PUBLIC ACCESS FORUM
Kay and Edward Greene of Serenity Court were present to express concerns about the potential degradation of the wetland behind their home by neighbors. Greene’s expressed concern about herbicide and pesticide use in the wetland area as well as the removal of trees and the potential loss of natural habitat. 

CONSENT AGENDA 									   		
1. Council Minutes of  January 7, 2019
2. Planning Commission Minutes (no meeting in January)
3. Paid Check Register, Manual Claims, Capital Expenditures, Payroll Deposits, Year End Reports
4. Legal Fees, Engineering Fees, Auditor/Acct. Fees
5. Ordinance No. 214 Amending Zoning Ordinance and Authorization to Publish Summary
6. MDH Grant Agreement
7. Resolution 2019-02 Approving Job Creation Fund Application for Blattner Energy

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve consent agenda second Katie Reiling and carried unanimously.

COUNCIL BUSINESS	

AVON ESTATES
Dale Lange, Lange Trenching, addressed the council and presented an idea for the entrance road to Avon Estates. The project would involve digging up the subbase and replacing the silt-sand with crushed rubber tires aka Green Aggregate Fill. The idea is that this would keep the subbase less saturated and allow for a bit of flex to allow natural movement as the frost comes and goes. Estimated project cost would be around $55,000 to $60,000.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilman Meyer stated that S.E.H. engineering firm was originally hired to be the owner’s representative for the Avon Estates streets project. He stated that there are concerns with the roads in Avon Estates and suggested the city consider checking the errors and omissions policy.

Jodi Austing-Traut, City Clerk/Administrator presented marketing updates for Avon Estates along with a contract with Central MN Realty to list the remaining Serenity properties.  Chris Sonmor, City Engineer presented council with several options for the center circle of Avon Estates. Council discussed a number of options including adding cul-de-sac, moving the park, adding plantings, increasing lot size, and offering the lots at a reduced rate for a certain period of time. This issue will be revisited at Planning Commission on February 19th. Avon Estates residents are encouraged to attend and offer input at that forum. Council will continue to work on developing a plan for the center circle.

Motion Kurt Marthaler to approve real estate listing contract with Central MN Realty, second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

STREET RECONSTRUCTION
Potential project assessment data was presented to the council for their consideration as they continue to review street reconstruction projects in the future. 

PUBLIC WORKS TECHNICIAN
Staff presented a summary of interviews and a recommendation to hire Candidate B. Meyer expressed his opinion that the city should to hire a candidate with extensive water and wastewater operation experience. Jon Forsell, Director of Public Works explained that the PW Tech position is primarily a maintenance type position, spending only an hour or so at the wastewater plant each day.
Motion Jim Stang to hire Candidate B second Kurt Marthaler and carried - Meyer abstained.

ISSUES BY STAFF	

Administration
No further report.

Planning/Zoning
Annual Building Permit Report was presented. Projects for 2019 are likely to include Blattner Energy expansion, Avon Estates Apartments Phase II (18 unit) expansion, and possibly Dollar General.

Water Wastewater
Jon Forsell presented his written report and requested approval for several items:

Frozen Service Line Prevention Adjustment Program for residents who need to let their water run a bit to avoid freezing lines. Forsell visited with a number of residents that have been known to be at risk for freeze ups. City offers a discounted rate for these situations.
Motion Kurt Marthaler to authorize Frozen Service Line Prevention Adjustment Program, second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

Purchase of 1,000 gallons of aluminum sulfate $2,297.
Motion Jim Stang to authorize $2,297 expenditure, second Kurt Marthaler and carried unanimously.

Purchase of Flygt pump for lift station #5 in the amount of $11,750.
Motion Katie Reiling to authorize $11,750 expenditure, second Jim Stang and carried unanimously.

Public Works
Nate Brenner is currently on paternity leave. City is running out of salt sand. We may need to purchase more, depending on weather.
Motion Kurt Marthaler to authorize purchase of salt sand as needed up to $5,850 second Katie Reiling and carried unanimously.

Police Department
Chief Corey Nellis presented a written report and updated the council on recent police activity as well as the K-9 program.

ISSUES BY COUNCIL
Jim Stang offered condolences to the Noreen family and deepest gratitude to John Noreen for his leadership in sports and education in the area. He will be greatly missed.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by Kurt Marthaler to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 pm; second by Councilor Stang and carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jodi Austing-Traut City Clerk/Administrator
