
Page | 1 – Gardener Guidelines 
 

Precious Stones of Avon Community Garden – Gardener Guidelines 

Registration – All Gardeners will complete a registration form and pay plot fees prior to beginning any 

gardening.  Forms are available online at www.cityofavonmn.com or www.stbenecdictavon.net .  You 

may request one be emailed to you by emailing Angie Corte at acorte@stellarwinds.net .  You may make 

arrangements to turn in applications and fees with Angie or use the drop box located at the St. 

Benedicts/ECC preschool entrance door 7A (St. Benedict’s South parking lot behind Central MN Credit 

Union).  Payment is CASH ONLY at this time.  Please conceal your cash in your application and place in 

an envelope marked Community Garden if you plan to use the drop box at St. Benedicts. 

Plot Fees – Each 20’ X 20’ plot will cost a gardener $20.00 per season.  Fees will help with incidental 

expenses associated with the upkeep of the garden area.  The fee is to be paid in cash by Thursday May 

12th 2016 for the 2016 growing season. 

Garden Jobs – A list of jobs will be developed during the season as tasks become known.  These needs 

will be communicated to all Gardeners via email and Facebook.  To ensure the success and longevity of 

the Garden, your assistance will be required.  Please help where you can in accordance to your 

resources, abilities and God-Given talents.  We will try to schedule a “Work Day” for larger tasks.  It will 

be a great opportunity to get to know your community and fellow Gardeners! 

Assignment of Garden Plots – Plot assignments will be on a first come, first served basis.  At the end of 

the growing season, current Gardeners may request their same plot for the next growing season. 

Special Plot Assignment – An exception to the “first come, first served” rule will be made to 

senior and disabled Gardeners who answer YES to the “special plot assignment” question on the 

Gardener Application.  One of the goals of this effort is to provide gardening space and 

fellowship to all.  Therefore, best efforts will be made to find a location that best suits your 

abilities.  There are also two raised beds available that will be located at the St. Benedicts 

location for senior and disabled Gardeners.  (Special Thanks to Living Way Church, MN (Sauk 

Rapids) for the materials and fellowship provided to build these in 2015.) 

Season and Gardening Hours – The garden plots will be available for gardening after a plot count has 

been determined and assigned in the spring.  Closing date will be around October 15th dependent on the 

weather.  Garden only during daylight hours for your safety. 

Courtesy to your Fellow Gardeners 

 Each Gardener is responsible for the upkeep of their plot.  (Weeding, harvesting, watering, etc.) 

 Harvest only from your own plot!  (Unless you have permission from other Gardeners.) 

 Do not apply anything to other Gardener’s plots!  (Natural weed, pest, disease control remedies, 

etc.  Again, unless you have permission from other Gardeners.) 

 Plants must remain within the boundaries of your plot.  Consider location of your tall plants and 

vines to avoid interference with your Garden neighbors plot.  Vines cannot remain in walkways 

as they must be kept clear for everyone’s safety! 

http://www.cityofavonmn.com/
http://www.stbenecdictavon.net/
mailto:acorte@stellarwinds.net
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 There will be no garbage service on-site.  Bring along garbage bags to contain your litter and 

diseased plant material or invasive weeds so you may bring them to your home garbage can.  

Please be good stewards of what God has provided and pick up any litter you notice during your 

visit.  Report major offences to the Garden Committee. 

 Loud radios or boom boxes are discouraged as fellow gardeners may not share your taste in 

music. 

 Smoking and chewing tobacco is not allowed as this may contribute to disease in certain plants. 

 Drug or alcohol use is not allowed on the property and will not be tolerated. 

 Growing of any illegal plants is also not allowed and will not be tolerated. 

 Fires are not allowed. 

 Exercise common courtesy towards your fellow Gardeners, your community and your world! 

Perennials – At this time only annual fruit and vegetable plants will be allowed by the gardeners.  

Successful implementation and evaluation of the Garden is needed before perennial fruit and 

vegetables can be planted.  Future evaluation may allow these types of plants once this effort is deemed 

a success and is reliably maintained by the Gardeners of the Avon Community.  So in the infancy of this 

endeavor, please only plant annuals.  A flower garden may be added to the landscape in the 2016 

season to add beauty, interest and beneficial insects and birds to the gardening areas and to make use 

of troublesome wet spots that were encountered in past seasons. 

Children – Children are welcome in the garden.  Children 10 and under must be accompanied by an 

adult and must be supervised at all times. 

Tools – There is no place to store your belongings at the gardening site.  Your personal gardening tools 

must be taken home with you after each visit for security reasons. 

Water – Water will be available as weather permits.  (After the threat of freezing water lines has passed 

in the spring and before the threat returns in the fall.) There will be 1 shared water source so please be 

considerate of others and limit your use of it when others are waiting.  Do not leave running water un-

attended.  You may request the assistance of another Gardener to attend your sprinkler in your 

absence.  In addition, at the St. Benedicts location, water is being provided from a faucet on the Rectory 

building.  Please be considerate when using this water source as it is Father Blaine’s residence! 

Weeds – The Avon Estates site is located on land that has not been worked or regularly treated with any 

chemicals for a number of years.  This being said, use of chemical herbicides is being prohibited at this 

time.  Please contact the Extension office for advice on natural alternatives to weed control.  All plots 

should look tidy and be kept free of weeds throughout the season.  Do not toss pulled weeds into 

walkways.  Doing so may perpetuate any weed situation that may exist at the site.  Gardeners of weedy 

plots will be contacted by the Co-Chairs to remedy the situation.  Please see section on Abandoned Plots 

for further information.  These same guidelines apply to the St. Benedicts as well. 
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Mulch – This is an effective method to control weeds and conserve soil moisture.  Gardeners are 

encouraged to consider mulch in their weed control practices.  Please do not use large amounts of 

plastic sheeting (buried) or shredded plastic as mulch. 

Pesticides – Similar to the weed statement made above, the use of chemical pesticides is also prohibited 

at this time.  Please consider the advice of a Master Gardener about pest, weed and disease control 

without the use of chemicals. 

Plant Waste – The best use of plant waste is to compost or grind back into the soil.  It can also be used 

as mulch for weed control.  Diseased plant matter, seedy or invasive weed material must be removed 

from the garden and disposed of at your home garbage to prevent further contamination. 

Motorized Vehicles – No motorized vehicles are permitted in the walkways with the exception of 

motorized chairs and scooters in use by disabled Gardeners or guests or machinery used for tilling, 

maintenance and upkeep of the garden area. 

Pets – No pets are allowed in the gardens with the exception of service animals for the disabled. 

Nuisance Animals – Report nuisance animals to the Garden Co-Chairs or to the local Police in severe 

instances. 

Fences – At this time, fences are prohibited.  We ask that each Gardener report to the Co-Chairs if they 

are noticing any evidence of grazing by our local critters.  The Avon Estates site is located in an area that 

is or was teaming with wildlife at one time. 

Garden Ornaments – Ornaments need to be garden related or appropriate.  (Scare Crows, Windmills, 

rain gauges, garden structures etc…)  Gardeners who wish to have these items on their plot do so at 

their own risk.  Precious Stones of Avon, St. Benedicts Church and The City of Avon assumes no 

responsibility for damage to these items while they are on the Garden property. 

Pre and Post-Season Clean up – All gardeners are responsible for clearing their plot of all plant and non-

plant materials.  Special attention must be made to remove twine, wire, and weed barrier, etc. as it will 

cause problems or damage to the tiller.  You are expected to end the season with the plot as clear as 

you received it in the spring.  Failure to do so will result in fines assessed to the Gardener of record of 

the offending plot.  Garden leaders will determine fine based on the condition the plot was left in.  

Failure to properly clear your plot, or pay fines, may prohibit you from having a plot in the following 

seasons. 

Abandoned Plots – Any garden plot that appears to be abandoned may be reassigned after the Co-

Chairs have made efforts to contact the Gardener without any response over a 3 week period.  This may 

also prohibit you from being allowed a plot in the following seasons.  If you are unable to care for your 

plot for an extended time, please discuss the situation with the Co-Chairs for planning.  In the event of 

special circumstances where illness, injury or brief unexpected situations occur, contact the Co-Chairs to 

make some arrangements for care of the plot. 
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Emergencies – For any medical or law enforcement emergency, please call 911.  Report theft, vandalism 

and unusual activity to the Garden Committee and/or the police. 

 

These Garden Guidelines are Effective for the 2016 growing season, applicable to both Avon Estates 

and St. Benedicts sites and are subject to change without notice.   

A majority of these guidelines have been adopted from a very successful Community Garden in Long 

Prairie called Healthy Community Garden which has been operating for several years.  Although 

somewhat larger, Long Prairie is also a Central Minnesota Community that probably has some similarity 

to Avon.  Keeping this in mind, we are trying to “learn from their mistakes” so to speak.  This being our 

third year, there still is a lot of learning going on for all of us.  We ask that you stay in communication 

with the Garden Committee not only with what IS working, but what IS NOT working as well.  Let’s make 

this Garden something the Community can rely on and be proud of! 

Formation of a Community Gardening Group 

Please consider joining the Gardening Group!  We are in need of anyone who is willing to help maintain, 

lead, organize, fundraise, brain storm, educate, etc. . .  There is only a small group of people that have 

worked to get to where we are at right now.  We need more hands to keep this going!  We will try to 

hold a few meetings just to make sure things are going smoothly this season.  We have a lot of behind 

the scenes stuff to get accomplished after planting is done and we would appreciate your help and love 

to hear your ideas! 

 

Happy Gardening! Garden Co-Chairs: 

Angie Corte – 320.356.8621 (CELL) – acorte@stellarwinds.net 

Jorine Dennis  

Marie Schutz 
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