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CITY UPDATES

To better serve Avon residents we are changing our office hours to be open 1 ½ hours earlier and will also be open during the noon hour.
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EFFECTIVE AS OF JUNE 4TH, 2007

City Hall Hours

Monday – Friday

7:30 am – 3:30 pm

24-hour drop box 

located in the entry way 

Utility Billing

We are now on “summer average” for sewer usage.  Sewer consumption from April 16th – September 15th (reflected on the May 1st – October 1st billing) will be charged based on water usage average from the previous September 16th – April 15th.  If you have any questions please contact Kathy at 356-7922. 

CITY OF AVON WEBSITE

The City of Avon website is under construction – watch for our new site coming soon.  Until then, if you are looking for current information please contact the City Hall.
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Chief

Corey Nellis

As of May 7, 2007 the police department has responded to 551 calls for service. This is over 120 more calls for service than at this time in 2006. The most serious of recent crime was a burglary at the Avon Quick Mart. The suspect broke through the glass door, entered the store and took a number of packages of cigarettes. The loss incurred by the Avon Quick Mart is in excess of $2000.00. If anyone has information on this burglary, please contact the police department or Tri-County Crime Stoppers.


The Avon Police Department also conducted a search warrant at a residence in the city and recovered a felony amount of marijuana and other drug related items. Charges are pending and are being reviewed by the county attorney. The police department continues to remain busy with traffic related incidents, drug related crimes and alcohol violations. 


Summer is here and with that increases the number of people, including children, utilizing the crosswalks in the city. It is a reminder to all drivers that where a traffic-control signal is not in place or in operation, the driver of a vehicle shall stop to yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a marked crosswalk or at an intersection with no marked crosswalk. The driver MUST remain stopped until the pedestrian has passed the lane in which the vehicle is stopped. It is a reminder to pedestrians that no pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and walk or run into the path of a vehicle that is so close that it is impossible for the driver to yield. Minnesota State Statute also prohibits drivers from overtaking or passing another vehicle that is stopped allowing a pedestrian to cross. The Pedestrian statute referred to here is Minnesota State Statute § 169.21. A violation of this statute is a misdemeanor.
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Eric Linn – 363-0005

Ed Maile Jr. – 356-9160

Angeline Buettner – 356-7382


Back

   the

Beach
[image: image9.wmf]Avon is well known for its lakes and hills, and the City of Avon Beach is an integral part of the history and future of the city. This project aims to make the City of Avon Beach a family orientated place and keep it that way so that everyone that utilizes it 

feels comfortable and has an enjoyable experience. It has been brought to the attention of the police department and the city council members that there have been many times that people have not felt comfortable using the beach. We want citizens utilizing the beach to feel they can be there without having concerns for their children and family. “Back the Beach” involves patrolling of the beach by unlicensed uniformed beach patrol officers who have the authority to enforce the City of Avon beach ordinances. The beach ordinance provides for enforcement of no alcohol, no smoking, no glass, etc as posted by signs and stated in the ordinance. The city council and the police department came to agreement that there will be no tolerance for any violation of the ordinances in order to take “Back the Beach”. 

The city is accepting tax-deductible donations to help with covering uniforms, wages, and training for the beach patrol officers. We would like to see the beach become an integral part of the City of Avon again!! Thank you to Tischler Wood Products, Lumber One, Avon Liquor Locker and Brudie’s Pizza for your donations!! 
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We would also like to thank the Avon Women of Today for their donation toward the purchase of a new medical bag and oxygen tank for our squad car. 


Thank you to everyone who has supported the Avon Police Department. Your support is greatly appreciated and many thanks for your continued support!!


As always, I encourage anyone with questions, concerns, or complaints to contact the Avon    Police Department at 356-7575.

[image: image11.wmf][image: image12.wmf]Officers will be conducting added patrols May 21-June 3, 2007 during a statewide Safe and Sober “Click it or Ticket” seat belt enforcement sweep. The Avon Police Department will be joining about 400 agencies statewide. The Minnesota seat belt law for adults in the front seat is a secondary law — that is, you cannot be stopped for just not wearing a seat belt. There must be a different and primary reason for a stop. 


Many states that implement a primary seat belt law see their seat belt use jump 10 to 15 percent. If Minnesota could increase belt use from our current 83 percent to 94 percent, that would translate to 40 lives saved and 400 serious injuries prevented. Until the Legislature passes a primary seatbelt law, the role of police officers is to continue to enforce the law in place to avoid unnecessary deaths and costs.


Penalties for not buckling up vary by jurisdiction, but a belt citation costs around $25 and can ramp up to $115 dollars when factoring in court costs and administrative fees. 


Our officers will also be enforcing child passenger safety laws. So we recommend you double-check your car seats and ensure they are secured tight enough. Also make sure your child is in the correct child restraint based on their size. 


Memorial Day is the traditional kick-off to the summer travel season. And the summer months are historically the deadliest months on Minnesota roads. People are more likely to speed, which translates to more violent crashes. Also, with increased travel in the summer, people are often driving on unfamiliar roads. And on roads of uncertainties — including impaired drivers and speeding behavior — the best defense you have, and the simplest and most effective thing you can do to prevent death or injury in a crash is to buckle up.


Aside from buckling up, there are three other things that are likely to save your life while operating a vehicle on our roads: Driver sober.  Pay attention.  Drive at safe speeds.


So, local police, county sheriffs, and state troopers are going to be watching to make sure you’re buckled up. Let’s have safe travels — remember: “Click It or Ticket.”



Submitted by: Kati Jansky


AVON

FIRE and RESCUE
BY:  ERIC LINN – Fire Chief
Thank you to everyone who has already purchased a Fire Department Raffle Ticket. If you have not gotten yours yet and would still like one, please contact a member of the Fire Department.  


Big thanks to the retired firemen of Avon, (Hook and Ladder Company) for helping sell raffle tickets.


Avon Fire recently held our annual appreciation dinner at the Fishers Club. Fishers did a great job, and even donated a portion of the cost to show their appreciation for the services we provide. We had a great time, and would like to extend a very special thank you to manager Shirley Miller, John Petters, and the whole gang at Fishers. We would also like to thank our retired members, and the Lions for their support and contributions. Last but not least we would like to express our gratitude for the support of our spouses or significant others. This is a very important part of fire fighting. Thank you.


Burning restrictions are still in place as of May 3rd, please watch local listings for changes. The DNR is very strict about burning during a banned period. Fire wardens and myself are regulated by the DNR, and cannot issue burning permits during this period. Please be kind, and remember to thank our fire wardens for the time they donate to ensure that we are burning legally. 


Avon Fire and Rescue does charge for illegal burning or burning with out a permit. This charge was enacted to help stop illegal burning and cover the expense of extinguishing these fires. Please direct any questions or concerns to Eric Linn.
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Help us help you. Township residents please make sure your blue address sign is visible. If you are in need of a new sign, please call Renee Smith the Avon Township Clerk. City residents should make sure that your house number is visible and in good shape. These numbers are very important when we are responding to an emergency, and are used by the police and ambulance as well. Please check yours today, it could be the difference between life and death.


Thank you for your support, and have a fun and safe summer. Remember to yield to emergency traffic on a scene or responding to an emergency. 
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OVER THE HILLS OF 

AVON CLUB
-- providing activities for active adults age 55+ in Avon and the surrounding area
The Over the Hills of Avon Club has been enjoying ethnic meals this year.  They have served foods native to Germany and Ireland.  The June 12th dinner will feature Greek Gyros and baklava.


The club would like to extend a special thank you to the Avon Lions Club for hosting a fish fry at the May 8th meeting.  Along with our regular members, many guests came to check out the meeting and play bingo.


On June 21st members will be traveling to Excelsior to the Old Log Theater where they will enjoy dinner and a comedy show – “Leaving Iowa”.


The Over the Hills of Avon Club meets on the second Tuesday of each month.  A card group meets on the other Tuesdays to play 500.


If you are interested in joining or learning more about the Over the Hills of Avon Club, please contact co-coordinator Kathy Schulzetenberg at the Avon City Hall at 356-7922.
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If you live within the city limits you must license your dog.  Please bring in proof of your dog’s up to date rabies vaccinations.  Cost of the license is $5.00 and it expires one year from date of issuance.  It is the pet owner’s responsibility to keep the license up to date.


The Assessor’s Corner

UNDERSTANDING YOUR ASSESSMENT

By:  Jeff Johnson - Assistant Stearns County Assessor

The usage of the terms, “assessment year” and “payable year”, has a tendency to cause confusion among some property owners.  This lack of understanding is attributable to the fact that the property tax timeline usually spans a period of two years.  In the first year, valuations and property tax classifications are established by the assessor plus budgets and levies are set by local and state taxing authorities.  During the second year, the taxes for most properties are calculated by the county auditor and the tax statements are issued and payments collected by the county treasurer.  Only mobile/manufactured homes considered to be personal property are assessed and taxed in the same year.  As a result of taxes being paid annually, each assessment year is also a payable year.  [image: image23.png]



What is meant by the label, “assessment year”?

The assessment year is the 365 days beginning with the January 2nd assessment date.  For all real and most personal property, except for mobile/manufactured homes, it is the year that forms the basis for taxation in the next or following year.  The assessment year for mobile/manufactured homes treated as personal property is the same year that the taxes become due and payable.  Property values and tax classifications are always set as of the assessment date.  The valuations are based upon sales that occurred within a 12-month study period covering the months from October 1st of a given year through September 30th of the following year, ending three months before the January 2nd assessment date.  Tax classifications are normally determined according to the use of the property on or before the January 2nd assessment date, except for cases involving the mid-year homestead and special agricultural homestead classifications.

Define the phrase, “payable year”?

Taxes on real and personal property are defined in statute by payable year.  They are always related to and designated by the year in which they actually become due and payable.  Hence, the payable year is the year in which tax statements are issued and taxes are collected.  The payable year taxes are calculated using the values and tax classifications established on the preceding January 2nd assessment date, except for mobile/manufactured homes that are assessed as of January 2nd and taxed on or before July 15th of the same year.      


NOTE:  The full-length version of this article is posted on the county web site at www.co.stearns.mn.us   It is listed under the Assessor's Corner that can be accessed by going to the Assessor's Department homepage.
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PUBLIC WORKS

DEPARTMENT NEWS
Submitted by:  Ray Schmidt - supervisor

STREETS

Staff, council, and planning commission are continuing to work on a street reconstruction plan. The top ranking streets for reconstruction are First Street SW and Chinook Avenue. The council is currently contemplating beginning reconstruction on these two streets sometime this summer. If that is the decision that is made, a public hearing will be held to discuss the project further.  We are still working out the details of financing, and project timelines. 

PARKS
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There are a number of exciting parks projects taking place this summer! Two new baseball fields are currently under construction in Stratford Park. Ochotto Park will boast a new picnic area and a walking trail that will run the length of the park. (Please refrain from using these areas until the grass has matured). New playground equipment and a picnic shelter will be added to Central Park behind the Church of St. Benedict.  Anyone interested in helping the parks board with planning or project development please contact Ray Schmidt 248-4992.


Keep our parks neat and beautiful. ATVs and snowmobiles are not allowed in city parks. Violaters will be cited. 

COMPOST SITE

Beginning Saturday, May 5th, the compost site will be available to city and township residents for LEAVES, GRASS, and SMALL BRUSH. It will be located within the confines of the wastewater treatment plant site. (Go north on Angelfish Avenue and veer right and through the gates). Hours will be from 9 am to noon on the first and third Saturday of each month. We are looking for volunteers to staff the compost site – without them the site will be closed. Call Ray at 248-4992.
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BUILDING

PERMITS
Building permits are required to re-side, 

re-shingle, remodel, replace windows/doors,

build decks and for all new construction projects.  

Zoning permits are required for driveways, small utility sheds, signs, fences, concrete/paving stone patios and walls.  

Please submit your applications at least two weeks in advance of the project start date. The Zoning Administrator and the Building Inspector need to review and process all applications.  By law, the City is allowed a 60-day turn around for permit applications.

For building permit applications or questions regarding the permit process, please contact Amy Pogatchnik, Zoning Administrator 320-356-7922 or email amy-avoncityhall@mywdo.com
For questions regarding building codes, contact Dan Marthaler, Building Inspector at 320-249-7533.  

HOUSEHOLD 

HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION
Place:  
East of Wobegon Trailhead Park
Date:  
Wednesday, June 13, 2006

Time:
9 am – 1 pm

Cost:  
Free
Items accepted include:
Paints, cleaners, poisons, roofing tar, fuels, automotive chemicals, sealers, garden chemicals, rechargeable batteries, fluorescent bulbs, (household, NO 8 ft), adhesives, aerosols, solvents, mothballs, mercury, etc.
Items NOT accepted include:

Business waste, medical waste, appliances, agricultural waste, household garbage, furniture, explosives, car batteries, and tires
For more information call Stearns County Environmental Services at (320) 656-3613 or 

1-800-450-0852.
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AVON AREA LAKES ASSOCIATION
By Mark Szabo
Avon Area Lakes Association held our drawing for the 2007 fish stocking fundraiser at our April meeting.  


The prizewinners were:

Doug Streit - $500


Roger Patri - $300

Parker Rieland - $100

Bruce Minkkiener- $100

Steve Buttweiler - $100

Jeff Waterman - $100

N. Zubinski - $50



Peggy Hall - $50

“Pepper” Pierson - $50

Glen Diedrich - $50


Thank you to everyone who helped support our fundraiser.  As of the deadline for this newsletter, AALA had applied for the proper permits, and ordered approximately 250,000 walleye fry from an area hatchery to be planted in Middle and Lower Spunk Lakes this spring.  Full details on the stocking will be printed in the next Avon newsletter.  


Our annual meeting will be held Tuesday, June 19th at 7:00 pm at Joseph’s in Avon.  Registration will begin at 6:30 p.m.  We will be reviewing the progress AALA has made over the past year, and hope to have a guest speaker to discuss the role of our legislators and government organizations in protecting our waters.


AALA is once again excited to announce the Annual Independence Day / 4th of July Boat Parade on Middle Spunk Lake.  We will be lining boats up between 1:30 and 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday July 4th near the public access on Middle Spunk Lake.  Again, prizes will be awarded for boat decoration.  Look for more details to be announced around town soon.


Our regular meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at Avon City Hall.  Meetings are open to the public, and anyone interested in our organization and preserving our area lakes is encouraged to attend.  Our new web address is now at www.minnesotawaters.org/aala
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-By Jan Schleicher

 

The June Calendar Cash Raffle tickets are being sold at local businesses that have a gold calendar cash poster in their window.  Raffle drawing is 5/31/07 at 7 pm at City Hall. There are 1000 tickets available at $20/ticket.  Each ticket can win multiple times!!  Thanks for your support!

June 15 and 16 is Spunktacular Days 2007. This years’ theme is “Clowning Around Avon.”  Get your ideas ready for your costume and parade entry.  The Grand Marshals this year are Clara Meyer and Regina Grutsch.  

Visit our website:   www.avonmnchamber.com.   
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Albany 

Public Library 
Hours:

Monday 12-6  *  Tuesday 12-8  *  Wednesday 10-8

Thursday 12-6  *  Friday 12-8
  *  Saturday 10-1

Admission to all library events is free. 
Call 845-4843 to register  - more info at

http://www.griver.org/  -- click on “events”

Sponsored by the Friends of the Albany Library and Great River Regional Library.

The Zooman - Tuesday, June 12 at 2 p.m. 

Summer Reading Programs – Mon., June 11 – Sat., August 11. Go Bananas at Your Library is for ages 3-12; LOST for grades 7 to 12 and our NEW Read to Me program will be for ages 0-3.

Summer Story Times – Thursdays: June 21, 28, July 5, 12, 19 & 26 at 4 - 4:45 p.m. for ages 3-6. (Limit 20.)

Make and Take Tuesdays - June 19, 26, July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31.

Minnesota's Amazing Animals program by the St. John's Arboretum -  Wed., July 18 at 3:30 p.m. for ages 3-12. (Limit 35.)

Watch for our Rainforest Expedition and Harry Potter events in July!

Battle of the Books – Tues., July 31.
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Submitted by:  LeRoy Gondringer



Avon Township Board Chairman

Richard Bresnahan was re-elected township supervisor and Kelly Martini was re-elected township treasurer at the election on March 13.

Congratulations to them and thanks to all who took the time to vote.  Thank you also to all who attended the Township Annual Meeting. 


At the Annual Meeting there was discussion about the township instituting a bounty on pocket gophers. It seems these little rodents are burrowing under township roads and are starting to cause some damage to them. They also are causing problems for property owners by digging in lawns and farm fields. Starting this spring the township will pay a bounty on pocket gophers. The rules are as follows.

    1. The bounty shall be $3.00 for each pocket gopher.

    2. The pocket gopher must be presented to a township official to be eligible for reimbursement of the bounty.

    3. Only pocket gophers trapped in Avon Township are eligible for the bounty.

    4. Only residents and/or property owners of Avon Township are eligible for the bounty payment.

Contact:

 Renee Smith    356-7224

            


 John Merdan     356-7668

           


 LeRoy Gondringer    845-4580    

            


 Kelly Martini     356-9134

In late March the Township officers attended a workshop conducted by the Minnesota Association of Townships.  One of the topics presented at this workshop dealt with road right-of-ways. Much of the discussion centered on the townships responsibilities regarding road right-of-ways and consequences if the township does not follow the laws concerning road right-of-ways.


Most Township Roads have a right of way width of 66 feet, which is generally 33 feet from the center of the road each way.  The Township is not only responsible for the maintenance of the road, but the road ditches up to the 66-foot right-of-way easement.  It is the township’s responsibility to keep this area free from obstacles that could be safety hazards for the township maintenance machines as well as for the folks driving on the road, who may happen to run off the road.

  
Because of the legal liability the township may incur if someone hits an obstacle in the right-of-way, we have been advised to have all obstacles removed from the right-of-ways. The township has already started the process of clearing the ditches of boulders, brush, and trees where they are considered hazardous. Please remember before a property owner places anything in the road right-of-way you must get the township’s approval. 


If a property owner has an obstacle in the road right-of-way that is considered a hazard under the law, the township will ask the property owner to remove it.  Examples include boulders, fences, block or rock walls, pontoons, boats, junk cars, mailbox posts that don’t comply with the law, and anything else that could be a hazard. The township will be sending notices to property owners who have hazards too close to the road outlining the process for having the hazard removed. Please call us if you have any concerns with road right-of-way issues.  We will try to work with you to help resolve them.


Thanks to everyone who picked up garbage in the road ditches this spring.  It’s appreciated.  


Have a great summer.        


CATCH

ME 

  IF YOU

 CAN!
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